
Network of Buddhist Organisations Annual General Meeting
5th April 2008, Jamyang, London.  

Present:
Jamie Cresswell (SGI, chair); Sally Masheder (WCF, secretary); Revd. Saido Kennaway (Order of Buddhist 
Contemplatives, treasurer); Lokabandhu (FWBO, minutes); Caroline Brazier/Prasada (Amida); Chris Ward 
(Amaravati); Yann Lovelock (Birmingham Mahavihara, Worcs Buddhist Council); Beatrice Gassner 
(Sakyadhita UK); Mariano Marcigaglia (Buddhist Society); Jane Sill, Sally Barraud, Jo Backus (Jamyang); 
Sharon Smith, Sudhi Pooniyil, Dhammarati (FWBO); Amrit Sthapit, Dharma Shakya (LNBDS UK); Sue 
Marcus (SGI-UK); Willemien Hoogendoom, J. Redwood (Bamiyan Celestial Void); Dean Pyle (Diamond 
Way); Ann Lovelock (Birmingham Mahavihara); David Hutchens, Caroline Cupitt (Longchen Foundation); 
Dr. Sunil Kariyakarawana (Buddhist Chaplain to HM Armed Forces); Robert Aldous (Community of 
Interbeing); Netta Wills, Michael Lewin, Peter Goble (Buddhist Hospice Trust); John Eayrs
(Southampton); Mary Hale (Harrow Interfaith Council); Okell Chee (Buddhist Cooperative, South London) 
- 29 people total.

Introduction of new members 
 Peter Goble, Buddhist Hospice Trust. Peter introduced the work of the Trust, mentioning among other 

things that they had 120 volunteers across the country and several meetings/year. Website: 
www.buddhisthospice.org.uk

 Beatrice Gassner spoke on behalf of Sakyadhita UK, who are now applying for full membership as a 
European branch of Sakyadhita International. 

1. Apologies:
Munisha (ClearVision); Sarane O'Connor; Murray Corke; Phil Henry, Guy Malkerson (NEB); Wilson Young; 

Aloka Bhikkhu (Amaravati); Ven Kassapa.

2. Previous Minutes
AGREED: Accepted 

3. Matters Arising
NONE

4. Annual Report
ACCEPTED 
These will be sent to paid-up members & associates, and also posted on the NBO’s website. 

Annual Accounts
ACCEPTED 
Jamie reminded the meeting the NBO existed almost solely on members subscriptions and encouraged 

members to pay if they had not already done so. Saido proposed a vote of thanks to Julie Hutt for 
independently examining the accounts for free..  

5. Elections to Activities Committee
Jamie introduced the work and purpose of the Activities Committee, stressing that new members were 

welcome and that it was important the committee fully represents Buddhism in Britain. He also 
stressed that Activities Committee meetings were open to all members and that advance notice of 
meetings were always announced on the NBO website .

6. It was noted that post-holders can serve a maximum of three years without specific authorisation from 
the AGM. This extension was AGREED for both Sally and Saido; Dhammarati and Jamie both rejoiced 
in their merits. 

Nominations were uncontested, and the present incumbents therefore reappointed. It was noted that the 
Membership Secretary is presently vacant.  The officers for 2008 are -

Chair - Jamie Cresswell 



Treasurer - Saido Kennaway
Secretary - Sally Masheder
Minutes Secretary - Lokabandhu
Membership Secretary - presently vacant.
Education Officer - presently vacant. Jo Backus, Mariano, and John Eayrs expressed interest. Caroline 

said that Modgala might be interested in liaison work concerning the Third Sector. 

7. British Buddhist Landscape conference
June 27-29, at Taplow. The programme is on the NBO website.
Jamie described this as the NBO's most ambitious venture to date. He stressed that it had been priced so 

people can attend all or only part, and that it was very good value at only £65 for the whole weekend.  
Accommodation at Taplow is now pretty much full but lots is available locally - and Taplow is only 
30mins from Paddington.

Some excellent high-profile speakers have been arranged: both practitioners and academics, covering 
many different approaches to Buddhism as practiced in the UK today. There will also be entertainment 
(poetry, readings, etc) & Buddhist art displays.

Volunteers are also needed, anyone interested should contact Jamie. 
The proceedings should be available afterwards, details of how they will be published are still being 

arranged. 
Publicity so far has primarily been within the Buddhist community; the latest flyer (and programme etc) is 

on the NBO website.  All NBO members are urged to circulate these within their own communities.  

8. Convivium
Held recently at Throssel Hole Priory. A small but important event, 8 people present in all. See Chairs and 

Secretary's reports for some comments. Conceived as a 'thank-offering' from the NBO to people who 
had put a great deal into British Buddhism. For the senior teachers, a chance to 'hang loose' together 
in a very lightly-structured way. Sally reported the atmosphere was "very encouraging", and that the 
NBO hoped to repeat it at some point in the future. Yann reminded the meeting a Convivium had been 
held 20 years ago.

9. Gandhi Festival of Non-Violence.
Details of events being held were made available. 

10 AOB.
i. European Buddhist Union.
Jamie reported the NBO is playing an active role in this and that the EBU is growing in strength and 

effectiveness. 

ii. Yann proposed the NBO arrange a training day for Buddhist treasurers. Jamie agreed to look into it. 

iii. Question raised if NBO was going to have a stall at the Dalai Lama's teaching in Nottingham. No 
present plans.

iv. Triple Gem - the 'Buddhist Think Tank'. Chris Ward introduced this, an initiative he had taken in 
late 2007 in response to the greatly increased number of requests the NBO had been receiving for 
consultation: embryos, nuclear weapons, chaplaincy, etc etc. His hope was that it would become a 
non-sectarian non-political forum where hot topics could be debated. Is planning a launch party. 

Sally proposed the NBO make donations to both Triple Gem and the Buddhist Hospice Trust at some 
point. Amounts to be discussed by Activities Committee. 

The rest of the morning, and the afternoon, were taken up with presentations from Sunil Kariyakarawana, 
Buddhist Chaplain to HM Armed Forces, and Harriet Crabtree, Director of the Inter-Faith Network.  

A vote of thanks was proposed to Jamyang for their kind hosting of the event.  

The day closed at 3.30pm.  
=================


