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NBO AGM 21/04/07

Fo Guang Temple, 84 Regent St. London

Present: Ajahn Vajiro, Ven Aloka (Amaravati), Beatrice Gassner (Sakyadhita Europe), Chris 
Ward (Amaravati/NBO Development Worker), Dean Pyle (Diamond Way), Gen. Sangkyong 
(NKT), Helen Li (Buddha’s Light International Association), J. Redwood + W. Hoogerboin 
(Bamiyan Celestial Void), Jamie Cresswell (SGI), Jo Backus (Jamyang), John Eayrs 
(individual), Lama Zangmo (Holy Island), Lokabandhu (FWBO; minutes), Mariano Marcigaglia 
(Buddhist Society), Okell Chee (Buddhist Co-operative), Phil Henry + Guy Malkerson (NEB), 
Prasada (Amida), Revd. Saido Kennaway (Order of Buddhist Contemplatives), Sally 
Masheder (WCF), Yann Lovelock (Birmingham Maha Vihara, West Midlands Buddhist 
Council), Ann Lovelock (Birmingham Buddhist Vihara)

The day began in the shrine room with chanting in Chinese of the Heart Sutra, the Refuges 
and transfer of merit, led by Ven. Chueh Yann, senior incumbent of London Fo Guang Shan. 
After she had welcomed us to the temple, the business of the AGM began upstairs in the 
Activities Room.

Apologies/absent: Munisha, Dhammarati (FWBO), Jane Sill, Dharma Shakya, David 
Hutchen, Wilson Young (webmaster), Dafydd Morriss (Diamond Way), Sarane O’Connor, Ven. 
Kassapa.

Previous Minutes. AGREED

Matters Arising. NONE

Annual Report. ACCEPTED, no discussion 

Will be sent to paid-up members & associates. Also posted on the web. ACTION Sally.

Elections to Activities Committee. Nominations were uncontested, the present incumbents 
were REAPPOINTED.

Chair - Jamie Cresswell 

Treasurer - Saido Kennaway

Secretary - Sally Masheder

Minutes Secretary - Lokabandhu

Membership Secretary - presently vacant.

Interfaith Co-ordinator, Information Officer, Newsletter Editor, Programme Organiser and 
Education Officer are also vacant posts

Jamie introduced the work and purpose of the Activities Committee. He emphasised that new 
members were welcome – that it was important the Committee fully represents Buddhism in 
Britain. 

Noted that post-holders can serve a maximum of three years without specific authorisation 
from the AGM. This extension was AGREED for both Sally and Saido. 

Members of the Activities Committee spoke about their experience of participating in the NBO 
over the past year and its 'outcomes': internal debate, finding members for local SACREs, the 
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Ambedkar Conference, the Women in Buddhism day, plus the simple benefit of coming 
together and getting to know one another as parts of a "far-flung family".

Revision of the NBO Constitution. Jamie reported it had been through a major revision 
within the Activities Committee. Sally reported the background - the previous constitution, 
agreed in 2002, was a 'rescue' document trying to repair previous problems. Present draft is 
intended to streamline and simplify the Constitution, mostly by putting working practices into 
Standing Orders which can be amended without reference to the AGM.  

Discussion on Constitution: Miscellaneous comments -

Section G6b: AGREED need to consider a suitable procedure for progress when a meeting 
was inquorate. Will be incorporated into standing orders.

Section H1d: remove second 'd' in list.

Section H1e: remove superfluous 'that' after 'Meeting and'.

Section I4 line 2: add ',' after 'business'.

Section K and some later sections: add final full stops.

Section K3 line 1, add ‘,’ after ‘Aims’

Subject to the above the new constitution was AGREED. 

Development Worker Report. Chris Ward, NBO Development Worker, reported on his work 
through 2006, now ending since we had been unable to raise continuation of funding. See his 
blog for stories of some of his meetings. He will be writing a report to conclude his year's work.

General observations -

* Buddhism in Britain is very diverse – consisting of many organizations of many sizes, all with 
different issues and approaches.

* Western-only groups sometimes struggled more with funding/fund-raising as they had no 
core community to support the centre. 

* The NBO will have to take constant care to remain representative, to create and maintain a 
space where all Buddhist groups feel comfortable. Danger of it slipping into becoming an 
'advocate' with policies on X/Y/Z, but divorced from the members.

* Still a need to raise the profile of the NBO within the Buddhist world in the UK - some never 
heard of it, some somewhat jaundiced. 

* A perception some Buddhist groups appreciate the information they receive from the NBO 
but don't really know what to do with it - they get it, read it, and feel slightly anxious!

* Widespread interest in regional forums/councils - the NBO could become an 'enabler' of 
more grass-roots (=regional) meetings. This could be a way forwards for the NBO, is being 
actively considered. 

* The NBO is being asked to participate in more and more consultations eg with Government. 
Big questions and debates about how one can 'represent' Buddhism. EG: Finding 
representatives for local SACREs. 
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* Chris introduced the first copy of the NBO Newsletter and invited people to take copies. 

Suggestions for making the information more simply available via the web. 

THANKS were expressed to Chris for all his work. 

British Buddhist Landscape Conference. Planned for June 7-8-9 2008 at Taplow Court. To 
be run by the NBO in association with SGI's Institute of Oriental Philosophy. Steering Group 
needed. ACTION interested parties to contact Jamie

Idea: to locate interesting ideas/developments, to commission papers/presentations, with aim 
of publishing proceedings. 

Convivium. Jamie introduced plan for NBO to create a space for British Buddhist leaders 
inviting them to come together and meet and talk. It was conceived as a 'thank-offering' to 
those teachers. 

11-12-13 March 2008, Throssel Hole. 

8 presently accepted: Shenpen Hookham, Sister Chandrasiri (Amaravati), John Peacock, 
Dharmavidya, John Crook, Robert Samuels, + 2 more?

Annual Accounts. Saido presented the accounts to 31/12/06. The accounts were 
APPROVED.

Any Other Business.         Jamie conference Taplow 

        International Dunhuang Project seeking sponsors for sutras.  Publicity was made 
available to all present.

        Flyers from Sakyaditya were distributed

        Copies of the biography of Rev. Master Hsing Yun were given to each delegate by 
London FGS.

In the afternoon there were two presentations, each followed by discussion.  The theme was 
‘Speaking with a Buddhist Voice’.  The first was on SACREs, presented by Yann Lovelock 
(Buddhist co-opted member to NASACRE); the second on Prison Chaplaincy, by Revd. Saido 
Kennaway from Angulimala.

During the first presentation the idea was floated to find a person to create a national 
(regional) meeting of Buddhist SACRE representatives. At present there is no reliable 
information on how many of the 152 LEAs in the UK have Buddhists on their local SACRE.  A 
very generous offer of £500 was made by Jo Backus to kick-start such an initiative. This was 
received with MANY THANKS and gratitude.  Interested parties were: Mariano (Buddhist 
Society); Lama Zangmo (Holy Island).

See www.nasacre.org.uk; http://www.qca.org.uk/ and http://www.angulimala.org.uk/ for some 
general background.
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