
Network of Buddhist Organisations
Activities Committee Meeting.  Telford.  20th July 2007 

1. Present.  Jamie Cresswell, Saido Kennaway, Wilson Young, Yann Lovelock, Sally Masheder, Phil Henry.

2. Apologies.  Munisha, Lokabandhu, Caroline Brazier, Dafydd Morriss, Mariano Marcigaglia.

3. Minutes.  The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted.

4. Programme.  September 1st.  Conference on EcoDharma - The Way Things Are.  Phil Henry undertook to invite 
Akuppa (FWBO Environment Officer in Newcastle) to speak.  Other names put forward included Tim Malnick 
(Longchen Foundation), Mike Masheder (Western Chan Fellowship), Elaine Brook (Gaia Cooperative).  
Lokabandhu to be invited to chair the meeting.  Padmakumara is the contact person at the Birmingham Birmingham 
Buddhist Centre.  Phil Henry will arrange a press release to local media.  Wilson to do the flyer.  If reserve speakers 
are needed, the NEB or Ken Jones may be able to help.  People to be asked to bring sandwiches.
Yorkshire Meeting.  Phil Henry undertook to contact Barbara Coplans and the Leeds Buddhist Council for a    
possible meeting in January.
AGM.  5th April 2008.  Jamyang Buddhist Centre have agreed to host this event.  Topic - Speaking with a 
Buddhist Voice.  We did not finish this topic last time.  Speakers suggested included Dr Harriet Crabtree (IFN UK) 
on multifaith and interfaith consultation, Anna Cummins from the civil service and Lord Avebury on " Speaking 
with a Buddhist Voice in Parliament".
Future Event.  Regional Meeting at Sharpham College.  It would be good to support Sharpham College once 
their eight-month building programme is completed. 

5. Manchester Conference. Report.  Chris gave a good talk and the boards were well presented.  The turnout was 
good with a large number of groups represented.  The University Buddhist Society have the energy to organise such 
an event but, being a student group, that may change.  We could therefore be pro-active with the Manchester 
Buddhist Centre and with Fo Guang Shan in perpetuating this as an annual event.  We could give it some financial 
support.  Up to £200 to start with.  There were Arts Festival events in Manchester and the Venerable Piyadissa 
might also be supportive.

6. 100 Minute Bible.  It was understood that Lokabandhu did not wish to be editor for this proposed project.  It is 
altogether too complex and involved for the NBO to undertake.  Yann Lovelock considering whether to take it on in 
a private capacity.

7. Education Advisory Group.  It has continued to be difficult to contact Jo Backus.  Munisha has been trying 
without success.  We need to discuss with her exactly what contribution she may wish to make.  Sally to send a 
postal letter.

8. Secretarial computer expenses.  The Secretary's computer system had required a considerable amount of updating.  
Agreed to pay £100 to defray the expense.

9. Communities Development Foundation Funding.  It was understood that the government is likely to require 
evidence of interfaith working when considering the next round of applications for funding.  Yann to make inquiries 
with the IFN.  Wilson to search the web for other sources of funding.  The Rowntree or Cadbury Foundations, or 
similar bodies, might be possibilities.

10.G.Beesley.  a) In his most recent attack upon us he mentioned that questions had been asked in the House of 
Commons.  An examination of Hansard revealed that all of the eight questions asked were essentially the same, 
mostly asked by one or at most two MPs.  None of the replies indicated that the Government had lost faith in us. 
b) We should check with Inform that other allegations have not been picked up by them.
c) He has started to write to SACREs and Education Advisers.
d) It would be worth speaking to Tim Battle MP, former Prime Minister's Envoy for Faiths, asking him for advice at 
some point in the future.
e) NASACRE may put up our rebuttal on their website.
f) Our own website should be updated, quoting the Parliamentary questions and answers along with any other 
material that he puts into a public space, suitably rebuffed.
g) We need to write to NASACRE explaining our position, including the Parliamentary questions and answers.  The 
letter to Lord Adonis, which seems not to have arrived, should be sent again.
h) Individual organisations which have been verbally attacked should make their own replies.

11.Matters of Right Speech.  Report.  There had been discussion concerning matters of right speech, particularly e-
mail communications, sent both internally and to people outside the NBO.  It was therefore proposed that the 



Standing Orders should include guidelines for activities committee members on this subject, stressing particularly 
the need for the observance of confidentiality, and conferring with colleagues where possible before sending mail
outside the immediate group.  Agreement in principle.  Details to be worked out.  Further discussions are ongoing.

12.Standing Orders.  We should aim to complete the revision of the Standing Orders by September.  We need to 
ensure that Chris has invited Phil Henry to join the Wiki group.

13.Procedure for new members.  Under the new constitution, we no longer require new members to attend meetings 
before joining.  As a consequence, we have lost the one-to-one contact on which we rely.  By way of a vetting 
procedure, in future we will ask two members of the Activities Committee to visit potential members.  We shall also 
ask all member organisations to post on their website a page in which they declare their membership of the NBO, 
including a statement of about 200 words describing our work.  This statement to be drafted by Phil Henry and 
Wilson Young.

14.Presentations to Cabinet Office.  Sally and Saido to undertake this.  Date to be agreed.

15.Connections e-zine.  It is hoped that Chris will undertake to do the next edition.

16.Global Youth Conference.  Agreed that we are happy to act as messenger, inviting a response but not undertaking 
any organisational role.

17.Positive News.  Agreed that we should provide a link to this publication on our website.

18.Convivium .  This event needs a focus for discussion.  Proposed title "Bridging the Gap-Bringing Ancient 
Teachings to the West".  The gaps could include East/West psychology,  East/West teaching methods, and the 
growth of neophyte traditions.  To be added to the guest list - Desmond Biddulph, Sunil (Armed Forces Chaplin) 
and the Venerable Chue Yann.

19.Institute of Oriental Philosophy/NBO Conference 2008.  Invitations to join the Steering Committee have gone 
out.

20.IFN AGM.  Yann reported that a number of smaller faith groups are applying to join the IFN, including Pagans, 
Confucians, Taoists, Scientologists and Rastafarians.  Some of the nine established members have been resistant to 
the enlargement of the Network and he wishes to consult the NBO membership as to their views on enlargement of 
the IFN.  Sally to facilitate canvassing of opinion.


