Network of Buddhist Organisations
Activities Committee Minutes
Friday 21st November 2007. Taplow Court.

Present: Yann Lovelock (Birmingham Mahavihara, West Midlands Buddhist Council), Sally
Masheder (WCF; secretary), Jamie Cresswell (SGI; chair), Chris Ward (Amaravati/NBO
Development Worker), Prasada (Amida Trust), Revd. Saido Kennaway (Order of Buddhist
Contemplatives), Phil Henry (NEB), Dhammarati (FWBO, minutes)

1 Apologies for absence
Wilson Young, Munisha, Lokabandhu, Mariano Marcigaglia.

2 Minutes of the last meeting.
Accepted as correct

3 Matters arising from the Minutes.

100 minute Buddhist Bible

3 possible contributors have been short-listed by Lokabandhu and Les Budd (the publisher). Yann
was suggested by the meeting as stylistic editor.

Lokabandhu has been in touch with the editor, who likes the idea of the book being the ‘100 Minute
Buddha’.

Jamie mentioned an Indian contact from recent Ambedkar seminar at Madhyamaloka:

Sally suggested possibility of translation to other languages.

Action: Yann to talk to LB about translation and rights for India.

4 Standing Orders: situation to date.

Too time consuming for today’s meeting: suggest set a new deadline.

Yann suggested posting recent small group discussion on ‘disciplinary procedure’:

Action: Sally will post

Still at a stage where contributions to wiki group is sufficient. ‘In person’ discussion can come later
in the process, either by creating a working group or Activities Committee. Aim to have finished
proposals by next AGM.

Action: deadline, all contributions to wiki discussion by Feb 14.

All contributors need a username and password. Contact Wilson if you’re not sure.

5 NBO/IOP Conference - update.

27th, 28th, 29th June.

Date clashes with International Association of Buddhist Studies, which many Academics will
attend. Works against intention of bringing practitioners and academics together. However speakers
have been already been invited and agreed, so decided to stay with current dates. John Peacock will
attend: Sangharakshita and Stephen Batchelor will also attend. Daishin Morgan not free.

Not much response yet from ‘ethnic’ Buddhist community.

Action: Jamie will pursue

Intend to have ‘fringe’ events, exhibition, performance, a ‘banquet’.

Action: Sally to contact Arts Festival people.

Arrangements for food:

Action: Yann to liaise with Chinese community; Phil with Thai

Publicity: a first wave by email soon, to be followed up with more detailed publicity when more
speakers confirmed.

Action: Jamie to circulate text, all to circulate
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6 Future Programme:

January meeting.

Leeds group organising a regional meeting: NBO will support this regional initiative.

Action: Phil to confirm date and venue, Prasada offering support if needed from Sheffield Amida

group.

AGM, speakers etc

venue: Saturday April 5 2008, Jamyang, London

Action: Sally to confirm venue

topic: Speaking with a Buddhist/Faith Voice in the Interfaith Setting.

invite Harriet Crabtree, IFN, speaking with a faith voice to government; Action Yann, Lord
Avebury, Speaking with a Buddhist Voice in Parliament. Action, Saido.

7 Convivium.

Action: Yann to contact Chueh Yann, of Fo Guan Shan

Topic in the area of Presenting an ancient Eastern tradition in the modern West.
More women? Jamie suggested Christina Feldman. Action: Jamie

Ethnic Buddhists: contact Piyatissa. Action: Jamie

FWBO: Dhammarati to contact

Jamie will also follow up Lama Yeshe and Rigdzin Shikpo

8 Connections. Editorial policy.

Questions arising from Eco-Dharma Conference.

Chris asking for advice on editorial policy: how selective we should be in what we include?
Wish for Connections to reflect range of opinion of NBO members, even if sometimes
controversial.

Agreed that Chris should exercise editorial choice in selection and inclusion of material, and to
consult informally with members of Activities Committee if an editorial decision is likely to be
controversial.

Responses to Yann’s question concerning IFN expansion: publish responses, but anonymously, and
without group affiliation.

Action: Chris

9 Website

Buddhism and Environment page. See www.nbo.org.uk/environment/environment.htm
Request Wilson to update site:

Action: Wilson (Jamie to pursue)

Links to other websites.

Sally asked for agreement to link to info on population growth from ecology page.
Agreed to link, with usual caveats.

10 Cabinet Office visit - update.
Sally and Saido to visit to make presentation to Cabinet office.
Action: Sally will contact to finalise dates

11 EBU report.

Jamie and Dhammarati something of a ‘stormy’ meeting, with the aim clarifying the purpose of the
meeting. There is heated discussion still around the relationship of national unions to the EBU and
other members.
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Jamie invited to join executive.
Agreed that we wish national unions to work co-operatively within an EBU framework, while
recognising that there is value in specialist discussions.

12 NBO public statements.

Clarifying the process (Munisha's e-mail).

Munisha asked if we could simplify some of our more complex discussions, and the many emails
they generate, eg the recent one around nuclear weapons.

Agreed to some clarification of process: eg, when talking to just some members, best to email
directly, rather than via the group. Some enquiries can be dealt with by an individual.

With consultations like nuclear weapons, and the formative organ donation discussion, it was felt
that these were valuable ways in which the NBO was able to carry on a dialogue, even though time
consuming.

Action: all

Response to request for a statement on nuclear weapons.
In terms of the consultation about Buddhist attitudes to nuclear weapons, we understood the process
to be -
e Where we are asked for a public statement by eg government, we consult meticulously.
e In less well defined requests for information, we have to judge it on a case by case basis:
some things will need careful discussion, some will not warrant that kind of effort and time.
e  Where we can efficiently reach clear agreement, the NBO can present a single ‘position’.
Where there is a range of opinion, we will represent that range.

Chris raised the point about making these discussions available to the whole membership, not just
the activities committee. Jamie suggested an ‘NBO forum’:
Action: Jamie to talk to Wilson

13 Interfaith strategy: Yann.

The Government is developing an interfaith strategy, launching a public consultation on December
17th. Yann attended early consultation at the Interfaith Network.

This will affect decisions, eg. on how government money is spent on interfaith activities.

Yann pointing out the need of ethnic groups for funding, but the difficulty of reaching them.

Prasada reported about some very practical areas of interfaith co-operation locally, eg in Interfaith
pastoral care, chaplaincy. Jamie expressed a wish for clear, focused projects (and mentioned ‘The
Earth Charter’: he will make copies available)

Action: Yann to circulate the Government consultation documents.

14 A London representative for NBO?

Need sometimes to attend events or respond to media requests. Many are London based.
Chris willing to do this. Perhaps involve Alison Murdoch?

Suggested a small London based group:

Action: Sally

15 Heart Tank

Suggestion from Chris for a Buddhist ‘think-tank’, along the lines of Theos and Ecclesia, Christian
examples.

Jamie expressed enthusiastic support.

Chris will circulate a ‘business proposal’, and bring it back for further discussion.
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Discussion papers from Archbishop of Canterbury and Anil Bhanot on the website?
Editorial policy.

Post things on the website at ‘editorial discretion’ of the Activities Committee.

Responses to these papers on the website: return to suggestion of forum (see item 12)
Appreciation of Wilson’s excellent job as webmaster, and recognising we need to keep his
workload realistic.

Action: Jamie

16 Invitations
Installation of new Dean of St Paul's Cathedral.
Sally attended this event.

Holocaust Memorial Day Trust.

Invited to event in Liverpool. Sally post to Liverpool Groups’ website.
(possibility, by the way, of a Liverpool regional group?)

Action: Sally

17 Communities Development Foundation - anything to report?
Another round of bidding has been and gone: we didn’t bid this round.
Next funding will come subsequent to government strategy consultation.
Yann to monitor.

18 Any other business.

i) Accounts

Saido presented year to date figures, bottom line is that we are £5569.98 in credit.

Action: Saido to find out if we can have accounts checked informally, rather than by official audit.
Interfaith Network contributions finally paid to the satisfaction of the IFN.

We await their request for the next year.

ii) Buddhism in India

A weekend, initiated by Jamie, run by Subhuti, a successful event.

Real need from the Indian Buddhist community, and a request from Indian Buddhists.

Subhuti proposing a network of co-operating Buddhist organisations, working co-operatively but
independently, in India.

Jamie wanted member organisations to be aware of this.

Report on website, Action: Jamie

iii) Dunhuang project

Jamie working with Susan Whitfield of the project at British Library, who can make available many
educational resources.

Inspired Jamie to think of what NBO can offer teachers: a day for teachers, involving presenters
from different traditions, the Dunhuang project

Action: Jamie talk to Susan and Munisha, bring proposal to February meeting

Sally: link to Dunhuang project? Jamie to talk to Wilson.

And (Membership on website, Phil to contact Wilson)
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iv) Recording Equipment

Saido suggested buying an MP3 recorder.
Agreed.

Action Saido

v) Development Officer

How to fund?

Yann to make the case, if possible, to government interfaith strategy for an NBO
interfaith/development officer.

Action: Yann, revise development worker’s brief, Prasada will send to him.

19 Date of next Meeting.

FRIDAY 22"° FEBRUARY
6, Tyne Rd, Bishopston, Bristol. 1030 am. Tel 0117-924-8819.
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