
NBO mins 25/05/07 10.30-4.
Tu Dam Temple, Birmingham.

Present: Jamie Cresswell (SGI; chair), Sally Masheder (WCF; secretary),  Lokabandhu (FWBO; 
minutes), Revd. Saido Kennaway (Order of Buddhist Contemplatives), Yann Lovelock 
(Birmingham Mahavihara, West Midlands Buddhist Council), Phil Henry (NEB); Wilson Young 
(Buddhavihara Temple).

Apologies: Chris Ward (Amaravati/NBO Development Worker), Munisha (Clear Vision), Caroline 
Brazier/Prasada (Amida), Dhammarati (FWBO)

2. Minutes of last meeting
AGREED

3. Matters Arising  
Universal Wisdom for Compassion and Peace (aka 'Conference on Happiness') - Sally has invited

them to join NBO as an associate member.

4. Development Worker - final report from Chris. No report yet received. His money ended 
at end of April after a one-month extension. 

No response yet from CDF about NBO's appeal re not getting grant. AGREED Sally to chase 
them up. Chris is attending the next FCCB meeting. 

Lokabandhu had circulated Chris and others with some details of the successful FWBO bids. 

5. Setting up Regional Groups/Conferences, working with existing regional 
groupings.

Noted that some regions already have active inter-buddhist meetings - West Midlands, 
Edinburgh/Glasgow, Manchester, Leeds...  Yann suggested linking our efforts to develop these 
with other current initiatives to regionalise inter-faith groupings. Agreed it was hard for us to 
do much without a development officer. 

AGREED Jamie to ask Chris whether he'd be able to keep any momentum going, expenses 
payable by NBO subject to negotiation.  It was noted that the NBO has a modest cash 
balance at present, accumulated over last several years. 

Some discussion of creating an NBO 'subsidiary' charity/company with 
education/outreach/training/membership objectives, to be funded by grants. A 'next step' for 
the NBO? - which it needs. 

Phil commented that the climate is definitely right for religious groups to develop, train, and get 
involved in community.  Other grants may be available – which should be looked at. 

6. Dates for future program
Plan to amend pattern of meetings to include new regional meetings. Annually to consist of 4x 

Activities Committees + 1x AGM + 1x regional.
2007: 
General meeting: AGREED 1st Sept 07. BM. Yann to organise. Topic: Eco-Dharma
Regional meeting: SUGGESTED  Yorkshire/North-East Jan '08. Ask them to choose theme and 

date. AGREED Phil to contact Barbara. 
Act Comm meetings: 
AGREED July 20th Telford.
AGREED Feb 22 venue tbc. 

2008: AGREED NBO AGM 5/4/08, Jamyang London...(tbc).  

7. Manchester conference
Organised by Manchester students union. June 16th 2007. Munisha, Chris, Sally going. Also Yann; 



he will speak. May need money for publicity on boards, membership forms... AGREED Sally 
to speak to Chris. 

8. SACRE initiative and funding plus 9. Development of educational role eg courses for 
teachers. 

Many thanks to Jo for her offer of £500 to help initiate a Buddhist SACRE network. AGREED to 
discuss with her how to proceed in light of possible link-up with educational work. 

10. NBO Activities Committee  communication groups. 
AGREED Wilson to create an NBO Activities Committee google group. Name tbc.  
AGREED to leave existing NBO information group as-is. 

11. IOP NBO "British Buddhist Landscape" conference. 
AGREED dates to be June 27 (mid-pm) - 28 (all day) - 29 (after lunch) 2008. Venue is Taplow. 

Funding: AGREED to pay speakers' travel expenses+accommodation; but no fees. Re charges, 
Taplow's policy is dana-based, with a suggested rate of £35/person/day including meals; 
~£15/day without meals. AGREED to put £1,500 NBO money into it as a float, hopefully 
matched by SGI.  This is an investment which will hopefully come back to the NBO through 
income from the event. 
Costs: It was suggested we could ask people for approx £140 all-inclusive (ie including 
accommodation); or £45 meals only.  To be finalised by Jamie and Taplow.  

Publicity: 

Content: Estimated 12-15 speakers needed. Mix of practitioners and academics.  
 Main events: lectures; seminars; panel 
 Sideshows 'hot potatoes', debates
 Badges + 100-word intros - opportunities for individuals to make known their interests... 
 Cultural/entertainment - Sat eve.
 Bodywork - tai chi. 

Aiming for 200 people, coming any or all of the days. Accommodation only available at Taplow 
for a few people, mostly shared.

Publication of papers post-conference – Jamie has received an offer from the Journal of 
Contemporary Buddhism (John Peacock) to publish the proceedings.

12. Membership Secretary, Education Secretary. 
AGREED Phil Henry as NBO Membership Secretary. Sally to arrange hand-over.  
Education Secretary. AGREED Yann to ask Jo Bacchus after checking Munisha would be happy.
AGREED 'Celestial Void' are welcome to join as an associate member. Some inconclusive 

discussion about minimum numbers necessary to constitute a group.
Definitions of an 'organisation' and 'affiliation'. There was some discussion about what 

constituted an ‘affiliation’ between groups.  It is significant in that affiliated groups cannot all 
become full members of the NBO - to avoid the possibility of affiliated groups block-voting.  It 
was provisionally AGREED that 'affiliation' should be defined as people/groups who had the 
same teacher – it was also agreed however that this was necessarily a nebulous definition. 
The detailed wording of this definition will be in the Standing Orders once these are 
completed.  

12a. NBO rep on Inter-Faith Network
AGREED Yann as NBO's rep. Sally had a hunch the NBO had been dropped off several inter-faith 



lists - Yann to enquire. 

13. World Council of Religions for Peace, proposed IFN 21st party organised by the 
Zoroastrian community.

After some discussion AGREED to write requesting more information on the proposal, also 
asking how we might be able to contribute. 

14. HM Inspector of Constabulary. 
AGREED to nominate Phil Henry as NBO representative. 

15. The 100-minute Bible. 
AGREED Lokabandhu to reply to them cc’ing. to the NKT. Also that he should supervise an 

iterative process of consultation to produce the text. 

16. Standing Orders revision.  
AGREED to ask Chris to keep going the process of revising the NBO’s ‘standing orders’. 

17. Reports from the officers.  
SAIDO (treasurer): NBO doing well; approx £5k cash balance. 

18. AOB. 
IFN AGM meeting 16/7. Yann going, second NBO rep is invited - Phil was interested.
Buddhafield Festival July 11-15. Phil, Jamie, Lokabandhu going. No plans for an NBO presence -
but hoping for one in 2008. Lokabandhu said it was not too late if NBO can find a tent. 

Procedure for minutes & distribution.
AGREED that the draft minutes should be checked by Jamie and Sally (only) before circulating, 
they then to go to Wilson for posting on web.  


