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NBO Activities Committee Meeting Minutes.
18th of October 2003.  Birmingham

1) The Safety Net
Caroline had prepared documents entitled “General Guidelines” and 
“Guidelines for Users” which were circulated at the meeting.  It was felt that a 
further section was needed, outlining the aims of the Safety Net. There are two 
issues at stake - help for the aggrieved individual and also possibly help for the 
organisation against which a complaint has been made.  There is a possible 
role, with regard to the latter, in which the NBO may act as a mediator.  Such 
a role would need to be by mutual agreement, and it might involve a group of 
consultants.
Important questions arise as regards the appointment of consultants.  It was 
felt that they should be appointed by a subgroup.  Nominations may be 
invited, and a nominee should submit a curriculum vitae, and be asked to 
attend an interview.
It was proposed that we should ask the Quarterly Meeting to approve a day 
meeting, which would be advertised all members, at which a committee to run 
the safety net should be appointed.  The pre- existing documents on the 
summary of the history of the Safety Net, the proposed Guidelines and the 
additional statement on the aims should be sent to all members with the next 
agenda. Caroline undertook to draft a proposal to be put to the Quarterly 
Meeting.

2) Chaplaincy
Following some e-mail discussions with Paul Seto (which have been 
superseded by later e-mails since this meeting was held), the Committee found 
that we need to be better informed as to how the Chaplaincy project is 
proceeding . It was reaffirmed that the NBO had not made a decision to 
withdraw from the Chaplaincy project.
Caroline expressed a particular interest in being involved in the training of 
chaplains.  She believed that member organisations would be keen to provide 
chaplains to the service.  It was acknowledged that the task of organising 
hospital chaplains was virtually a full-time job in its own right. That being so, 
we may be able to offer quite diverse resources from within the member 
organisations of the NBO to help this ambitious project come to fruition.

3) Future Programme
29th November 2003-Quarterly Meeting.  Bristol.  Funerals for Buddhists, 
especially where the mourners  are non-Buddhist. Jim Pym to be Chairman. 
Saido and Dennis Sibley as panel members. Wilson Young and Ken Jones will 
be invited to speak from the floor. Practical outcomes could include a 
weekend meeting and a working group with a view to producing a publication 
to be circulated to chaplains, funeral directors etc
3rd January 2004 – Activities Committee Meeting.  Leicester.
20th March 2004  -  Annual General Meeting.  London.  Dhammarati to 
enquire for a venue either with Three Wheels or the London Shambhala 
Centre. Brian Pearce to be invited to address the morning meeting.  Topic to 
be something related to “Diversity in Unity.”
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SUNDAY 25th April 2004 - Activities Committee Meeting.  London. 
Amida?
12th June 2004. - Quarterly Meeting. Koans.  John Crook.  Birmingham.
11th September 2004. - Quarterly Meeting. Insight and Faith.  (A 
comparison between Vipassana techniques and devotional practice).
27th November 2004. – Quarterly Meeting. To be decided.

4) Advisory Groups
It was suggested that the guidelines for the appointment of Advisory Groups, 
be put to the next Quarterly Meeting with a proposal that they should be 
appended to the Constitution.

Offers to join the Advisory Groups had been received as follows:-
Murray Corke (Community of Interbeing) – Environment
Jo Backus ( Jamyang) – Education
Joyce Edmond-Smith (NEB) – Health
Caroline Brazier – Health
Elaine Brook (Shen Phen Thubten Choeling) – Environment.

In addition, informal offers have been expressed in the past, which can now be 
followed up.  They include:-
John Peacock (Sharpham College are in the process of joining) – Media.
Catherine Hopper (FWBO) – Education

In addition, some people may be willing to become involved, if directly asked.  
Suggested so far are:-
Vajrasara (FWBO) – Media.  (Dhammarati to ask).
Kevin Fossey (The Dharma School) – Education

The groups can be pro-active in seeking members.  We might be able to 
develop a database of the skills that are available.  Each group should appoint
one person to liaise with the Activities Committee.  The proposed names 
should be taken to the next Quarterly Meeting for approval. Those who are not 
already well known to us will need to submit details as to their background 
and expertise.

5) The InterFaith Network
A total of £620 has thus far been raised for the InterFaith Network. Phil later 
reported that he is hoping to do a second-round of reminders later in the year.

6) Membership and Outreach
There are currently 22 paid-up members, three organisations seeking
membership, several organisations who are behind with their subscriptions and 
seven associate members.
We have the leaflet that Saido prepared in time for the conference in June.  He
undertook to send copies to SM.
It was suggested that the NBO might be instrumental in encouraging regional 
Buddhist councils.Item for the agenda for the next meeting.
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Newsletter editor – John Langton (W. C. F.) has accepted an invitation to 
manage the newsletter.  SM. to liaise with him.

7) Constitutional Reform 
An e-mail message had been sent round earlier concerning a consultation 
document from the Department for Constitutional Affairs.  This document 
related to the process of selection of a future House of Lords. No replies had 
been received.
This matter is of potentially great significance given the probable reform of 
the status of the Lords Spiritual. SM. is to send the information out again. In 
the absence of reply, the Activities Committee is to consider the matter again.

8) Charitable status
It was felt that there is no advantage in going for charitable status at this time

9) Membership of the EBU
To be discussed at the AGM.  Dhammarati to get the details.

10) Commercial Interests.
After discussion, it was agreed that it would be a mistake to allow our 
mailings or website to carry advertising or promotional literature from any 
commercial organisations.  Even if a disclaimer was added, it would be 
thought that the NBO was endorsing these organisations.  We do not have the 
time, or resources to make proper enquiries as to their methods of working.  
The use of our facilities in this way is not consistent with the stated aims of the 
Constitution.

11) Mail Enclosures.
Following a request from Amnesty International, consideration was given to 
the question of enclosing material from charitable organisations with our mail 
out. It was decided that we cannot offer this service to other organisations. 
Once we undertake to do this for one organisation, there will be no end to the 
requests that we receive. Filling our envelopes with extraneous material tends 
to dilute the information that we are trying to convey.

      12) Incoming Mail.
The usual summary of incoming mail was circulated.  A summary of the 
interview with newpoliticsnetwork is appended

       13) Future Plans 
Two ideas have been put forward for future events.  One of these would be an 
NBO Convivium, in which the leading Buddhist thinkers in Great Britain had 
an opportunity to spend time together, to exchange ideas and enjoy each 
other's company in congenial surroundings.  Members present undertook to 
making preliminary inquiries.
A second idea, for a Buddhist Art Exhibition, could be a nationwide event, 
including many small local events coordinated under one banner.  This idea to 
be put forward to the next Annual General meeting.
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        14) Organ Transplant Leaflet.
A complaint had been received concerning the wording of the leaflet concerning 
organ transplant, which had been prepared with the help of the NBO and of the 
Buddhist Society  earlier this year.  It is possible that the final edition of the leaflet has 
been altered in some way.  We need to examine the current edition to check it against 
the draft  leaflet in our possession. If significant changes have been made, of which 
we were unaware, we will need to negotiate on this point with the Organ Transplant 
Authority. SM to contact Rachel Davies, with whom the earlier negotiations were 
carried out.


