
Draft 
Network Of Buddhist Organisations (UK)

Quarterly Meeting
Saturday 11th September 2004 at

Three Wheels (LondonShogyoji Trust),
 55, Carbery Road., Acton.  London W3 9AB

Minutes 

Present
Caroline Brazier (Amida Trust) (Chair), Saido Kennaway (OBC), Sally Masheder (WCF), Philip Brady (Dechen 
Community),  Dhammarati (FWBO), Beela Jalie (OBC), Maire Pompe (W CF), Professor Sato (Three Wheels), 
Nagasena Bhikku (Birmingham Buddhist Vihara), Jamie Cresswell (SGI-UK).

Apologies for Absence. Wilson Young (Buddhavihara Temple), Phil Henry (NEB), Jim Belither (NKT), Chris Ward 
(AUUA), Yann Lovelock (Birmingham Buddhist Vihara), Murray Corke (Community of Interbeing), Munisha (Clear 
Vision Trust), John McBretney (NKT), Daffydd Morriss (Diamond Way), Amrit Sthapit (Lumbini Trust), Joty Barker 
(NEB).

Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted.

Discussion items
a) Arts Festival
-It was suggested that Vajrasara might be able to help us with publicity through the FWBO publication “Dharma Life”.
-likewise, the Community of Interbeing have a publication entitled “Here and Now”.
-a large publicity mail-out, to organisations and individuals, has been shouldered by Jenny Beech and her friend Marie, 
working as volunteers.  Help like this has been invaluable and is much appreciated.
-Dhammarati has received no offers of help in response to his request for people to come forward for a Steering Group 
to organise the conference.  A further request will be made.  Names to be solicited via the e-mail group.
b)  Interfaith Network
In the absence of Phil Henry this item was postponed.
Dhammarati reported that he had been in touch with an organisation called Faith Works, through their representative, 
Tim Reith.  They organise interfaith conferences and seem to be broadening into other spheres. It was suggested that 
they might be more activist than the Interfaith Network, and have a different approach to the work. They have been in 
discussions with the Department for Trade and Industry and may be in a position to fund publications on changes to
employment law. They hope to access government money to pay for the work.  In discussion it was suggested that we 
need to know more about this organisation to assess whether we should get involved.  It was decided we should discuss 
the matter with Brian Pearce of the Interfaith Network. We know very little of their track record or where they are 
coming from.  We also need to know what their consultative process is likely to be. There was concern that groups 
should be representative whether they “speak for Buddhism” or for other faiths. We understand that Faith Works are 
trying to arrange meetings with the Faith Communities Unit.  It was requested that we seek something from them in 
writing, however  Sally had a discussion with Tim Reith some months ago and asked to see something in writing at that 
time, but never received anything.
c)  Hospital chaplaincy
In the absence of Phil Henry this item was postponed.
d) Other Chaplaincy Matters
Sally reported that there are a number of ongoing discussions, with individual members of the Buddhist Society, and, in 
the near future, with the Home Office.  The Office discussions will hinge on the issue of the qualifications of incoming 
teachers from abroad.  The discussions with the members of the Buddhist Society  are loosely related to the general 
topic of Chaplaincy.  The underlying theme running through all these issues relates to the question “Who is a
Buddhist?”.  This is a very big and important topic which will probably require careful preparation and debate at some 
point in the future.
e) European Buddhist Union
Dhammarati reported that an application had been submitted and will be discussed at the forthcoming meeting in 
September.  
f) Financial Report
Saido reported that our financial position is stable.  Although it is hard to predict what our outgoings may be in the 
future, he would try to plan a budget to present the next Activities Committee.  Recognising that the Activities 



Committee meeting members give extensively of their time and resources, and that the NBO is no longer in the difficult 
financial circumstances that obtained two years ago, consideration should be given to meeting some of the basic 
expenses met by Activities Committee members in attending Activity Committee and other meetings. Financial policy 
proposals to be discussed by the Activities Committee by e-mail.  

House of Lords Select Committee on Assisted Dying
Sally reported that we had not been consulted at any level of this discussion.  The House of Commons had given this 
bill its second reading last year.  Paul Seto had said that the topic had been raised by him some months ago but  it is not 
mentioned in any minutes. Inquiries had been made with the Faith Communities Unit but it would seem that they were 
also not included in the discussion.  Sally to make inquiries with Brian Pearce on this topic.

Incoming Mail
List circulated with the agenda.

Dates of future meetings
Saturday 30th October.  Activities Committee meeting. Bristol.
Saturday 27th November.  Quarterly meeting.  Narborough.
19th March 2005. Annual General meeting. London.

If you have items you would like to raise, or any queries, please contact the Secretary, Sally Masheder, on 0845 
345-8978 or  e-mail to secretary@nbo.org.uk,  or write to 6, Tyne Rd., Bishopston, Bristol. BS7 8EE.


