Draft
Network Of Buddhist Organisations (UK)
Quarterly Meeting
Saturday 12th June 2004 at 10.30 am. at
Birmingham Buddhist Centre, 11 Park Rd., Moseley, Birmingham B13 8AB

Minutes

Present

Caroline Brazier (Amida Trust) (Chair), Saido Kennaway (OBC), Sally Masheder (WCF), Wilson
Young (Buddhavihara Temple), Phil Henry (NEB), Jim Belither (NKT), Philip Brady (Dechen
Community), Chris Ward (AUUA ), Dhammarati (FWBO), Jane Coatesworth (Community of
Interbeing), Murray Corke (Community of Interbeing), John Peacock (Sharpham College), Sally
Masheder (WCF).

Apologies for Absence Duncan Bratt (West Midlands Buddhist Council), Yann Lovelock
(Birmingham Buddhist Vihara), Munisha (Clear Vision Trust), Elaine Brook (Shen Phen Thubten
Choeling), John McBretney (NKT), Barbara Coplans (Leeds Buddhist Council), Sally Sheldrake
(Long Chen Foundation), Merlin Cox (London Shambhala Meditation Centre), Paul Seto (NEB).

Introduction

Dr John Peacock-Sharpham College Earlier in the meeting, John Peacock was introduced as the
representative of Sharpham College. This is an educational foundation founded by the late Maurice
Ashe, at which both residential and non-residential courses in Buddhism are taught. There is a
supportive local community. Allegiance is owed to no particular school of Buddhism and the
teaching is therefore wide-ranging and eclectic.

Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted.

Matters Arising from the Minutes

It was reported that the visitors from the Ambedkharite communities in India had returned home but
were expected to visit again in November, at which time it may be possible for the NBO to put on
an event if this can be arranged.

Treasurers Report

Saido reported that we have at present £7,166.64 in the account. The royalties from the tapes made
of the visit of His Holiness the Dalai Lama in 1996 came to £4150.93. Membership fees for the
coming year are still in the process of being collected. A copy of the detailed accounts can be
obtained from the Secretary on request.

Our finances are now in a better position than they have been for some time. The Activities
Committee was therefore requested to devise a policy to guide future decisions relating to finance.
Proposals for ideas and observations to be requested from the representatives.

There was a brief discussion about the fact that we do not have charitable status. The tax advantage
to be gained by applying to become a charity would be minimal as almost all our membership fees
are paid by organisations which are themselves charities and therefore tax-exempt. We do not run
as a business and so taxation is not a significant issue for us.




It was pointed out that our present financial state relies heavily on the fact that we have cut our
expenses dramatically. We also rely heavily upon goods and services given in kind, and on many
people paying their own expenses as a form of Dana. We must bear in mind that we may not be so
fortunate as to be able to rely on this in the future.

Interfaith Network

It was announced that Paul Seto has resigned his position as the NBO representative to the Interfaith
Network. In addition to his role as NBO representative, he had also been a member of the
Executive Committee, and was due to become Vice-President for the coming year. He had proposed
that Phil Henry should succeed him.

Phil was appointed to occupy the role of NBO representative until the AGM in March next year.
Sally undertook to have further discussions with Brian Pearce to clarify the situation with regard to
the place on the Executive Committee.

Phil is about to undertake the next round of fundraising for the IFN.

Safety Net
Caroline reported that discussions are proceeding, albeit slowly.

Arts Festival 2005

The proposal for a policy document relating to the inclusion of items for the Arts Festival was
considered. For the most part it was felt to be unnecessary to articulate these policies as the
invitation to participate in the Festival makes it clear what type of content would be appropriate.
However, it would be wise for the NBO to publish a disclaimer for responsibility for the individual
events. The Application Form for items to be included in the catalogue will enable us to keep an
eye on things.

Thus far, no-one has come forward with expertise in arts administration who could take over the
organisation of a big event. Unless such a person comes forward, we shall have to confine
ourselves to a much smaller event, but that may not be such a bad thing. It is important that events
should have an element of fun and enjoyment for all concerned, rather than becoming overgrown
and stressful.

There was some discussion about applying for funding from the Arts Council. A good proportion
of their money comes from the National Lottery and opinion differed as to whether not it was
appropriate to use such funds.

Dhammarati requested that there should be a steering group to organise the opening conference,
drawing on expertise from several traditions. He is hoping to attract leading Buddhist artists such
as Anesh Kapoor.

NBO Convivium

Sally had been in discussion with Lam Rim Wales,. They had been enthusiastic about the idea but
felt that their facilities were not adequate as it would be more appropriate to offer single rooms to
the teachers. Enquiries will be made with Amaravati . Later, we received an invitation to consider
Sharpham College as a possible venue.

Advisory Group for Legal Affairs
Applications to join this group had been received from Gina Clayton and from Chris Jones. Both
were accepted. (Details of their applications available on request from the Secretary.)

Leaflet on Organ Donation
The wording of the leaflet which had been circulated via the e-mail group was submitted for final
agreement. It was suggested that the phrase “potential donor” should be altered to read “dying




person”. This change was agreed. It was further felt that this did not significantly alter the meaning
of the wording and that it would therefore be submitted to UK Transplant.

Hospital Chaplaincy

Paul Seto is withdrawing from his role as convener of the group organising the training and
authorisation of hospital chaplains. Phil Henry has been involved with this group and will liaise
with Paul and report back to the next meeting.

Advisory Group for the Environment

Murray reported that, in the absence of much work coming in which required their expertise, the
group had decided to be pro-active and start an interactive Newsletter, Buddhist Ecology Link. It
was agreed that we can make space on the website for this as well as sending it out with the
mailing. However, it should be published with the NBO logo and with a clear statement explaining
that it is an invitation for discussion.

Advisory Group for Education

Munisha submitted a report explaining that she has been unwell and so progress thus far has been
slow. She has had some difficulty in establishing contacts within the Department for Education.
She is continuing to watch the developments in relation to the New National Framework for
Religious Education in England and Wales (NFRE). (A full copy of her report is available from the
Secretary on request.)

The Website

Wilson submitted policy documents, as discussed by the Activities Committee, for approval. It was
agreed that they should be adopted, for the time being at least. He undertook to make inquiries
about opening a page, accessible only to password holders, to enable large documents to be
downloaded from the web, thereby saving postage and paper. (A full copy of the policy for the
website is available from the Secretary on request.)

The Single Equality Body

Legislation is currently going through Parliament which will bring all the different Commissions
dealing with different aspects of discrimination into one organisation, the Single Equality Body.
The Interfaith Network has proposed that, within this single body, specialist teams should retain
expertise in the different types of discrimination encountered. It was agreed that we should support
the suggestion.

Language Skills of Ministers of Religion

Sally had attended a meeting at the Faith Communities Unit of the Home Office at which there was
discussion about the proposal to introduce a language test for incoming Ministers of Religion.
Much hangs on the definition of a Minister of Religion, which is defined quite tightly as “anyone
who is appointed by a Church or Temple to provide services and preach to a congregation.” Such
an appointee would be paid and would not work in a voluntary capacity. This definition would not
cover visiting teachers, monastics or missionaries. That being the case, the impact of this particular
piece of legislation would have very little impact on Buddhist organisations within the UK.
Nonetheless, a close watch must be kept on further proposals which are scheduled for later in the
year.

Training for Lay Officiants for Funerals
Caroline has received seven bookings for this event in the autumn. Please let her know if you are
intending to attend and have not yet booked.




The European Constitution

Paul Seto submitted an item relating to a statement within the draft European Constitution which
defines itself in terms of Christianity. The timetable for raising objections to this is very tight, as are
the administrative rules relating to discussion of this draft Constitution. However, it was felt that
member organisations should be made aware of this so that they have the opportunity to write to
their MEPs to voice concern.

Dates of future meetings

Saturday 24™ g uly. Activities Committee meeting. For venue, please enquire with Secretary.
Saturday 11" September. Quarterly Meeting. Three Wheels, London.

Saturday 30™ October. Activities Committee meeting. Venue undecided.

Saturday 27™ November. Quarterly meeting. Narborough.

If you have items you would like to raise, or any queries, please contact the Secretary, Sally
Masheder, on 0845 345-8978 or e-mail to secretary@nbo.org.uk, or write to 6, Tyne Rd.,
Bishopston, Bristol. BS7 8EE.




