
Network of Buddhist Organisations Activities Committee meeting 

Friday 22nd February 2008.

6, Tyne Road, Bristol

Present: Jamie Cresswell (SGI; chair), Sally Masheder (WCF; secretary), Dhammarati (FWBO),  
Lokabandhu (FWBO, minutes),  Revd. Saido Kennaway (Order of Buddhist Contemplatives), 
Modgala (Amida Trust), Yann Lovelock (Birmingham Mahavihara, West Midlands Buddhist 
Council), 

1. Apologies for absence
Phil Henry (NEB), Munisha (ClearVision), Chris Ward (Amaravati), Wilson Young (Buddhavihara 
Temple), Prasada (Amida Trust)

2. Minutes of the last meeting.
AGREED    

3. Matters arising from the Minutes.
NONE

4. Standing Orders -  situation to date.
No progress since last meeting. Plan was to have them + Constitution in shape before AGM. Chris 
had been the one progressing them. 
AGREED to ask Chris to review, if possible before AGM. 
AGREED  to take reviewing our standing orders as a standard item for the Activities Committee 
agenda, on basis of regular reports from Chris – which would, if necessary, simply state “nothing 
to report”. 

5. NBO/IOP ‘British Buddhist Landscape’ Conference - update.
Jamie: making progress, more speakers arranged - though several academics booked elsewhere 
(on conference in US). Good number of female speakers. We have heard Khemadhammo is 
interested - AGREED for Jamie to invite him.  Noted the conference is a good opportunity to 
bring people together. 
AGREED Jamie to ask Wilson about setting up an on-line bookings facility.

Issues:
Food for conference dinner: AGREED Jamie to ask Phil, possibly involving other groups.  
Plan is for food to be vegetarian. 
Art: some already arranged. More welcome, all media welcome - various performances 
planned throughout conference. Suggestion: invite the '08 winners of Fo Guang Shan music 
competition?
Publicity:  so far, electronic only. Request for different BST groups to print/distribute among 
own sanghas, AGREED to ask Wilson to post on NBO website. Paper publicity will be 
available at AGM. 
Recording:  Munisha planning to film event.  (Note: Jamie has since spoken to Munisha and 
this may not now be possible) Taplow can record main talks.  Plan is to review material after 
event with view to publication eg in Journal of Contemporary Buddhism (Routledge).
Accommodation: some shared rooms available at Taplow, first-come-first-serve. Many local 
B&Bs. Camping not feasible at Taplow. Youth Hostel? 
Cost: £65 or pro-rata. Bursaries available but making them known needs to be balanced by 
appealing for donations.



6. AGM - speakers etc.
Venue: Saturday April 5 2008, Jamyang, London
Lord Avebury can't come. 
Harriet Crabtree is confirmed. 
Second speaker? Theme is "Speaking with a Buddhist Voice". On hospital chaplaincy? Buddhist 
military chaplain? - now 5,000 Buddhists in UK armed forces! Mostly Ghurkhas. Started with an 
estimate of just 200. Been quite a saga for him...  AGREED Saido to ask Sunil Kariyakarawana, 
the UK Buddhist chaplain to the armed forces.  

AGM nominations 
AGREED Officers’ reports to be in by end 1st week March. 
Present officers happy to continue. 
AGREED Sally to upload reports to website & only print/post if specifically requested. 
AGREED to ask Wilson to do page for AGM. 

Dates for future meetings.
Sunday 15/6/08 10.30. Activities Committee Taplow.
Also meeting at IOP conference (27-29 June).
Friday 5/9/08 Activities Committee. Burmese Buddhist Vihara Dharma Hall.

Regional Meetings.
AGREED to ask Phil to propose ideas: October or November. Where?
Ideally two organisers/reps ('activators') in each region; to organise face-to-face meetings of the 
regions’ Buddhists. 
AGREED to review 'strategy' of regional events around  spring '09 - though it may be too early 
to really assess it. Noted that other regional initiatives are also going on - esp. Mariano/SACREs 
in London.  

Venue for the next AGM (2009)
AGREED Sally to ask International Dunhuang Project at British Library. Need to check they're 
open on a Saturday.  They are keen to get more involved with Buddhist community. Easter is 
12/4/09. 

7. Convivium - update. 11-13/3.
Some speakers dropped out; event is still going ahead. Shenpen has been unwell, we're not sure 
of her plans.  

8. Connections - update. 
No news from Chris. Will be closely connected with the 'Triple Gem'. Hoping that proceedings of 
British Buddhist Landscape conference will go into Connections - will need checking with Journal 
of Contemporary Buddhism. 

9. Website - links to other websites, proposal.
AGREED to link to www.fairdealtrading.com
Wilson has sent report on usability of NBO website.  Several suggestions were made for Wilson’s 
to consider -
 Sally proposed adding a clear site map or system of sub-menus. 
 Also, better contrast between colours - eg not gold. 
Other ideas: 
 Add more content to front page, which is currently pretty empty. Specifically, using it to 

explain the site's structure. 
 Each page is very long; one idea is to have link-headings at top of each page taking the 

reader to the appropriate point of that page, it would allow readers to ‘jump’ to the relevant 



part of the page.
 Also, add 'hover-over' screentips offering explanation for each button. 
AGREED Saido to talk through with Wilson.

Many people not joined new NBO Information Google group. AGREED to ask Wilson to add 
people directly – noted that there may be a limit of eg 10/day. Fallback is to ask Phil (as 
Membership Secretary) to contact people by other means and encourage to join. 
AGREED member organizations can have as many people  as they like subscribed to the 
Information Group. What membership offers isn't access to information, but the right to 
participate in discussions.  Sally has a wider group of 'interested people'; her policy is to write by 
post twice/year to them as the widest circle.

10. Cabinet Office visit - update.
Sally has reminded them, we are still waiting. Next step from our side, if necessary, is that we 
take initiative & suggest a date. 

11. EBU meeting and report.
In Paris, next week.  Jamie, Dhammarati, Modgala are all going. Report to follow... 
Likely to be quite a significant meeting: they plan to discuss criteria for membership of EBU - and 
therefore, criteria for exclusion. Tide in Europe generally seems to be moving in favour of 
inclusivity - EBU possibly needs to move towards the more inclusive UK model of the NBO, ie a 
'Network' not a 'Union'.   

12. Response to request for a statement on nuclear weapons - update.
AGREED Sally to collate all comments, Yann to help edit; will forward to Jim McCluskey. 

13. Interfaith Matters.   
Yann: UK Government increasingly interested in consultation with faiths: there are apparently 7 
types of consultation! Yann has received training. Noted that this is increasingly onerous... On 
many issues he/Buddhists have no opinion. NBO now has good consultation procedures. 

Latest who've approached us  is the Equality & Human Rights Commission: AGREED we'd be 
happy to be their Buddhist 'channel' for consultation.  

13a. IFN
Inter-Faith Network not happy with the level of NBO's notional arrears; we thought it had been 
agreed after a substantial appeal to NBO members, but they have raised the issue again. Agreed 
membership of IFN has brought many benefits to NBO, but their request for arrears is 
unreasonable. AGREED Yann to negotiate, including pointing out the existence of contributions 
made directly to IFN by other Buddhist groups; also AGREED to  withhold current contributions 
until dialogue is established. 

13b. Possible Development Officer. 
The Community Development Foundation (CDF) are planning fresh grants for Autumn 2008. NBO 
to apply? However, CDF grants seem likely to favour multi-faith projects. Possibly develop project 
for joint Development Officer with, eg, Humanists? They are keen.  AGREED Yann to keep eye 
out & let us know. 

14. A London representative for NBO?
Someone to attend events & talk to media, poss Alison Murdoch (Foundation of Wisdom & 
Compassion), ex-director of Jamyang)? Would need to be sure to communicate back to NBO.  
Mariano also active. Modgala? - AGREED a small team would be good: Alison, Modgala, Mariano, 
Jamie... Sally to write to Alison.  



15. Triple Gem - update.
No news.

16. Holocaust Memorial Day Trust – invitation - update.
No news - NBO was not represented.

17. The 100 Minute Buddhist Bible - update.
Lokabandhu reported that this is now called 'The 100-Minute Buddha'. Jinananda (member of 
Western Buddhist Order) now writing it; Yann happy to review draft copy. Publication date 
pencilled in for September 2009.

18. Treasurers Report.
Present balance approx £5,500. Surplus to date this year of £507. 
AGREED Sally, Jamie to take travel expenses for coming Convivium. 

19. Any other business.
Burma Inter-Faith Group. 
Stephen Hendry (Brighton, been organising yatras for Burma) has applied to join NBO. Can only 
join as full member if a Buddhist group - if not, can be Associate. Would give him platform for 
advertising his events. 

Lobsang Dorjiye, Karuna Bodhisattva Order.  
Has applied to join NBO, may be a one-man-band.  Associate membership is fine - but he is 
fundraising for large sums on his website - is this OK? AGREED to invite him to AGM. 
AGREED that use of the NBO website to ‘legitimise’ fundraising is a an issue to consider under 
NBO Standing Orders? Or add a disclaimer on website. 

Buddhist celebrations in Trafalgar Square
NBO has heard we might be able to have a Buddhist 'event' in Trafalgar Square under London 
Assembly auspices; are we interested? Yes.  New York has a very successful 'Change Your Mind' 
day in Times Square, in association with Tricycle. AGREED Dhammarati to look for London 
people with interest: Modgala, Buddhist Society; NLBC/LBC; etc.


