
Network of Buddhist Organisations 
Activities Committee Meeting

Thai Vihara, Aston, Birmingham. 29th January 2005

Present  Caroline Brazier (Chair), Saido Kennaway, Phil Henry, , Yann Lovelock, Sally Masheder,.
Present for the first item-Dafydd Morriss and Christina Ferando. (Diamond Way Buddhism UK)

1. The Tsunami. BBC Website question (Is this an Act of God?)
Following an expression of concern from Munisha, a number of other organisations had agreed with 
her that the quotation from Lama Ole Nydahl, head of Diamond Way Buddhism, came across as 
lacking compassion, and that it represented Buddhism in a very unfavourable light in a public forum.  
This was felt to be particularly so in view of the overwhelming generosity of the public response to the 
needs of those affected. Christina explained that the BBC had been hunting around on New Years Eve 
for a spokesperson for Buddhism.  She was with Lam Ole Nydahl as he gave an hour-long interview to 
a BBC reporter, following which the brief quotation was put up on the website.  It did not represent the 
sum total of what had been conveyed.  He had said more on the subject of compassion than had been 
included. 
It was pointed out to Dafydd and Christina that, in the context of the website, alongside speakers such 
as the Archbishop of Canterbury, it was inevitable that Lama Ole Nydahl would be seen as “speaking 
for Buddhism”.  Dafydd was of the view that the BBC could be expected to know that there are 
different denominations within Buddhism, and that therefore one person could not be speaking for 
Buddhists in this way, but the general feeling was that an understanding of Buddhism of that level of 
sophistication in a nonspecialist setting is not be expected.  It was agreed that in principle the BBC 
should be requested to check the written text of anything that goes on the website with the author. 
Lama Ole Nydahl had sent a further addition on the subject compassion which was subsequently 
added.  
It was agreed that all contacts with the media are fraught with difficulty and that this gives greater 
urgency to our planned meeting on the Media in the future programme.  It was also agreed that 
Diamond Way Buddhism should be given an opportunity to put a statement on the Notices section of 
the NBO website explaining their situation, and that a copy that statement should be sent round to the 
Information Group.  For future reference, we need to establish a media working group.  A draft letter to 
the BBC was circulated at the meeting and it was agreed that amendments would be discussed by e-
mail.  It was also pointed out that the Interfaith Network of the UK has a media representative whose 
advice is available.

2. Chaplaincy
Phil has arranged a meeting on the 16th of March with all interested parties. No accredited body to 
supervise chaplaincy exists thus far.  He expects the meeting to be attended by Ron Maddox and Bryan 
Appleyard from the Buddhist Society, Ajahn Khemadhammo, Caroline Brazier, Keith Munnings 
(SamathaTrust), Elizabeth Burridge (Rigpa), Saido Kennaway, Dennis Sibley and Peter Goble 
(Buddhist Hospice Trust), Richard Rowlett (West Cornwall Zen Centre).  It was suggested that he 
might invite David Evans. The role of the NKT is uncertain.  
Phil will present the NHS position and the position of the multifaith chaplaincy group.  In so far as the 
NKT is seen to be a proselytising organisation, that is not in accordance with NHS guidelines.  It was 
suggested that it might be possible to approach them at a later date once an accrediting group has been 
set up.  

3. Interfaith Network
a)The Annual Report is available.
b) £2100 has been paid to cover the outstanding debt.  A further £485 is needed although it does not 
have to be produced immediately.  This has arisen because of a miscalculation on the part of the IFN.
c) Phil has been having telephone conversations with a number of groups asking for pledges to cover 
the future obligation and recoup losses incurred by the NBO.  He has spoken to the  following 
organisations 
Buddhist Society – under financial strain at present.
Samye Ling – they support the Scottish IFN but will consider joining the national IFN.
London Buddhist Vihara – have sent £200 this year and may make this a regular payment in future.
Amaravati Monastery – will consider this request.
Burmese Vihara – paid £250 
Thai Vihara – paid £250
Community of Interbeing – paid £250 
Western Buddhist Order – considering payment.



Amida Trust – considering payment.
Network of Engaged Buddhists – paid £150
Order of Buddhist Contemplatives  -paid £100
Western Chan Fellowship – paid £20 . 
There were in addition one or two other small payments.
It was suggested that he should approach the Chinese and Vietnamese communities and Three Wheels.  
We would hope to establish a regular payment on 1st December of each year.  Phil has been able to 
negotiate with the IFN that there will be no increase in our payment for 2005.  He has asked for a 
review of our payment into the evidence from the census figures.  This item will go to the General 
Purposes Subcommittee of the IFN.
d) Joint Statement on Incitement to Religious Hatred – Diamond Way Buddhism UK have written to 
the Home Office objecting to this proposed legislation in the belief that it will impinge on freedom of 
speech.  Phil is of the opinion that this is a misunderstanding of the proposed legislation which 
rectifiers an anomaly whereby only Jews and Sikhs have had the protection of the law in the past.  The 
legislation is designed to prevent incitement to religious hatred with in the community, of instants 
through the preaching is of radical clerics.  The NBO have supported it.
At this stage, there will not be a Commissioner for Faiths, but it has not been ruled out as a future 
development.  It is possible that the IFN may become an officially recognised quango fulfilling this 
role.  Given the funding situation within the IFN, if the government does not continue to back it, its 
activities will have to be curtailed.  The IFN would like to develop more work with young people, 
given the opportunity and the backing.

5) Arts Festival
a) Conference. 1. Venue. There was discussion as to whether the venue should be feet Birmingham 
Buddhist Centre all the Arts Theatre in Cambridge.  Subsequently, and offered to use the premises at 
Taplow Court was received.  Following e-mail discussion, it was agreed that we should go there.
2. Charge. A suggested charge of £20 for the day, including lunch was agreed.  Bursaries available on 
application.
3. Booking. Amida offered to manage the booking, possibly by e-mail.  Check should be made to NBO 
Administration.  Wilson to be asked to set up bookings@nbo etc on the website, to be forwarded 
Caroline.
4. Programme.  It was unclear as to whether or not Dhammarati Hitachi approached any of the people 
whose names he had put forward.  It was felt that it is getting rather late.  The possibility of using some 
of the available space for exhibitions was discussed but it was felt that we needed the space to allow 
people to talk and meet each other.  However, if we use Taplow Court, there might be  room for 
exhibition and for meeting.
5. Film. It was suggested that it might be possible to arrange a showing of one of the Buddhist film in 
the evening
6) Convivium
We have had no reply over several months to various e-mail inquiries to Amaravati.  It was therefore 
suggested that we should inquire about the cost of holding the event at Sharpham. Nominations for the 
guest list included Ajahn Sumedho, John Crook, John Peacock, Lama Yeshe/Ken Holmes (Samye 
Ling), Subhuti, Daishin Morgan, Christopher Titmuss, Stephen and Martine Batchelor, Shenpen 
Hookhan, Rigdzin Shikpo, Dharmavidya, Ken Jones.

7) Safety Net
Caroline and Sally are due to meet with Laura Donington at the Buddhist Society to work out the 
details of its operation on Friday, November 12th.

8) Buddhist Monks from Bangladesh
Wilson suggested that we should post a notice on our web site, warning people that there have been 
many of the dubious requests for invitations to visit UK Buddhist centres, coming from people 
claiming to be Buddhist monks in Bangladesh.  The requests seem to be linked to attempts to get UK 
visas.  The Venerable Nagasena, himself Bangladeshi, had expressed strong disquiet when his attention 
was drawn to this problem.  It was agreed that we should do this and review it at the next meeting.

9) Membership of the Buddhist Society
Caroline and Sally plan to meet Louise Marchant, the current Registrar of the Buddhist Society prior to 
the meeting with Laura Donington.  It was agreed that if a membership can be held by an organisation, 
we should join.  



10) European Buddhist Union
The NBO application to join the EBU was  accepted, the fee is €80 per year.  The discussion prior to 
our application being accepted was complex.  Many of the other members of the EBU are validating 
bodies in their home countries, a role that the NBO does not fulfil in the UK, and so described was 
expressed about some of the NBO’s member organisations.

11) Funerals
The training course recently held at Narborough was well supported and well received.  There has been 
a request for a follow-up session. A lot of material suitable for a dedicated page in the website is now 
available.  It was felt that there is certainly a need for resources of this nature in the Buddhist 
community as a whole.

12) Financial Planning
Saido circulated an outline budget for the coming year.  All figures are putative.  It was felt that we 
should keep a reserve of £2500.  When the income from royalties is excluded from the calculations, we 
just about break even.  The income from royalties is unpredictable and erratic.
It was agreed that we can meet the cost of travel expenses for speakers at the Arts Festival conference, 
within the UK.

13) Website
The Introductory page of the website was based on text that Sally had written more than two years ago.  
Comparison with the new website for the Interfaith Network suggests that this is now too wordy and 
involved.  It could be made much more succinct. Yann undertook to compose some new text.
There was discussion as to whether or not we should accept material on the website from organisations 
that have a commercial interest.  This item was held over to the next meeting as the current agenda is 
so long.  Sally undertook to compose some questions under the heading Frequently Asked Questions.
In order to save e-mailing large documents individually to members, it was agreed that minutes, 
reports, discussion documents etc will from now on be posted on the website and made accessible via 
PDF files.  It was also agreed that there should be an open page, available to the public, headed 
“Notices”, of which Wilson will be the moderator.

14) Future Meetings
Topic for the meeting in Narborough on the 27th of November-Open Forum to be led by Dhammarati 
and Caroline. 
Topic for the AGM “The Media and how we respond to it”. Sally to inquire if John Peacock could 
address this meeting. We need a venue for the London meeting-the FWBO centre could be used if we 
receive no offers.  We also need a venue for the Activities Committee meeting in Birmingham on 
January 29th.,


