NBO Activities Committee 5th April 2008

Present: Jamie Cresswell (SGI; chair), Sally Masheder (WCF; secretary), Lokabandhu (FWBO;
minutes), Revd. Saido Kennaway (Order of Buddhist Contemplatives, treasurer), Yann
Lovelock (Birmingham Mahavihara, West Midlands Buddhist Council), Chris Ward (Amaravati),
Caroline Brazier/Prasada (Amida; left halfway through), Dhammarati (FWBO); Mariano
Marcigaglia (Buddhist Society); John Eayrs (Southampton).

Apologies: Munisha (Clear Vision); Wilson Young (Buddhavihara Temple).

Held after the NBO’s AGM at Jamyang, 43 Renfrew Road, London.
Previous Minutes: ACCEPTED

Matters Arising: Chris AGREED to be 'Standing Orders Guardian' and advise the Activities
Committee if they needed review.

Dates for future meetings:

Activities Committee: 5/9/08 provisionally. Birmingham. AGREED to confirm as a matter of
urgency by email.

Next AGM: possibly on the theme of Education.

Next regional meeting: Ideas were floated to hold this at Brighton (Bodhi Garden; Dharma
School)? Manchester? Liverpool? Leicester? Agreed that the prerequisite for a regional
meeting was that it starts with a local 'seed' that NBO could then support.

Endorsing Authority for Buddhist Armed Forces Chaplain

Chris has spoken to most of the Endorsing Authority. He reported:

There is a significant split in the E.A. MOD seems to be siding with Ron Maddox. A statement by
most of the E.A. has been posted on Khemadhammao's website
(http://luangpor.wordpress.com/buddhist-chaplaincy-to-the-armed-forces-endorsing-
authority/)

Concern was expressed at the idea of NBO channels being used to disseminate one side of the
story only — this hasn't actually happened so far.

The split hasn't impacted on Sunil's work so far - but it will. A MOD conference is coming up —
the second one for Buddhists in Armed Forces.

The possibility of the NBO writing to the MOD was raised but it was felt that now may not be the
best time to do so.

Sunil is well-established in his work and there's no present plans to expand or amend his role eg
by hiring more staff.

However Sunil could use help eg establishing a network of volunteers. It was felt that the NBO
could offer Sunil some degree of supervision/support if he wants it: it was also felt that in due
course the composition of the E.A. would change to reflect the new reality.

Dhammarati questioned what role of NBO in the present situation could/should be: certainly not
censorious, possibly, however, an impartial dispenser of information.

Sally noted that the NBO had never been a party to the workings of the E.A. since the very first
consultations. Hence, circulating only one side of a story could only be provocative and
destructive of trust.

AGREED to leave it for time being. Those presently directly involved need to sort it out through
communication.

British Buddhist Landscape Conference
See AGM minutes.
Jamie is looking for area coordinators, and hopes to find volunteers beyond SGI.



Contact person for GLA

Arose became we discovered Ken is organising a London inter-faith get-together - but with no
Buddhists! AGREED Mariano could act in this role - possibly plus others to be agreed. Amrit
Sthapit is possibly interested.

Amendments to Standing Orders

Campaigns.

Sally reported NBO is asked to pass on information about many current causes. She proposed a
new Campaigns 'button' and page on the NBO website which could host campaigns of interest
to Buddhists. This was NOT AGREED.

Definition of 'group', 'organisation’ etc for NBO Standing Orders.

AGREED Chris would research a form of words. Five was suggested as a good minimum number
for a small group. Maybe also a Constitution — or not?

Any Other Business

e Saido gave an update on the NBO’s financial position. There is £6,392 in bank: very healthy.

e Buddhist Treasurers training day? AGREED NBO to encourage. Yann to keep NBO updated.

e Proposed NBO 'Third Sector' group: education, chaplaincy, health &c. Jo Bacchus, Peter
Goble, Prasada, Keith Manning, John Eays all interested. AGREED they should create their
own email group.

¢ New ‘Dharmic Faiths group’ (comprising the four Indian faiths Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism
and Sikhism). Yann reported a major meeting is coming up in May. Requested comments in
advance.

¢ Dhammarati requested clarification of NBO donations policy - cf agreements made at AGM to

donate to Buddhist Hospice Trust and Triple Gem. AGREED to defer this to fuller discussion

at a future meeting. Two possible reasons were mentioned motivating the support for the two

present causes: (a) heart-response and (b) seed money to take dialogue onto higher level.

NBO stall at Dalai Lama/Thich Nhat Hanh teachings. No present plans to be at either.

The meeting closed at approx 5.30pm.



