Network of Buddhist Organisations
Minutes of Business Meeting on August Sth, 2006
Donnithorne Chase, Waterhouses. Staffordshire

Present. Wilson Young (Buddhavihara Temple, Birmingham), Saido Kennaway, (OBC),
Young Lovelock (Maha Vihara, Birmingham), Philip Brady (Dechen Community), Dean Pyle
(Diamond Way Buddhism UK), Sally Masheder (WCF).

Apologies. Jamie Creswell (Soka Gakkai International), Caroline Brazier (Amida Trust), Jane
Sill (Jamyang), Dr Dharma Shakya (Lumbini Nepalese Trust), Dafydd Morris (Diamond Way
Buddhism UK), Khyenrab (NKT), Munisha (Clear Vision Trust), Chris Ward (Amaravati),
Beatrice Gassner (Associate), Dhammarati (FWBO), Ann Lovelock (Birmingham Buddhist
Vihara), Lee de Wit (WCF).

Minutes of the last meeting. Approved.

Matters Arising from the Minutes. We need to emphasise that the representatives have a
responsibility to pass information on to the members of their organisations. This to be
mentioned in the next letter.

Report of Development Worker. Chris was unable to attend the meeting as he was attending
a regional meeting in Manchester. Both Fo Guang Shan and Gaia House have joined the
NBO. Chris plans to visit the Vietnamese community in London who have asked for our help
in the past. Yann suggested that a system of having people to befriend Buddhist communities
from the more isolated ethnic minorities in their locality might be helpful.

Attack on the NBO. Brian Pearce, Director of the Interfaith Network of the UK had
forwarded to us an e-mail which he had received, an attachment to which consisted of an
anonymous attack upon the NBO, making a number of unfounded allegations. These
allegations concerned our working methods, the role that we play in consultation processes
with government and other bodies, and the track record of a number of our larger member
organisations. On receiving this information, a short response had been sent to the same list of
addressees who had received the original e-mail, refuting the allegations and saying that a
more considered response would follow shortly. Further to this, it was agreed that we would
work on a more detailed response which would be sent not only to the recipients of the
original e-mail but also to the author of the anonymous attack. He had inadvertently revealed
his identity through the means whereby the e-mail had been sent and so we are confident that
we have accurate information as to who he is. It was also felt that it would be appropriate to
invite him to a Business Meeting so that any issues that he has can be discussed openly.

Treasurers Report. Saido reported that the finances are stable. Our income and expenditure
are roughly level year-on-year. We have a reserve of £5,000. We need a "mini-auditor" for
the accounts for the Development Worker. Saido has a contact with a firm of accountants who
specialise in working for ethically sound organisations who may be able to undertake this
work for a small fee.

Interfaith Coordinators Report. Yann reported that he had been engaged in discussions
concerning the Four Faiths Forum, a proposed grouping which would include Hindus,
Muslims, Sikhs and Buddhists, these being the four faiths which have particular links with
India. It was not intended that this should be political, but a fellowship exchange. There had
been a meeting at St Ethelburga's Church, and there was a proposal for a colourful event in the
autumn to launch the forum. It was agreed that we would be happy to support this in
principle.

Yann had also responded to a request for Buddhist prayers in memory of the victims of the
Mumbai bombings.
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Yann sits on the Executive Committee of the Interfaith Network of the UK and the
Venerable Bandoola is vice-chairman. There remain ongoing problems concerning the levy
from the Buddhist community which, at more than £2000 per year, almost equals our entire
running costs for the whole year. Moreover, this is not proportionate to the number of
Buddhists in the UK, as determined by the last National Census. Yann undertook to check
past IFN minutes to find out at what point, and in what form, our commitment to pay this
money was made, by Paul Seto, several years ago. Saido said that we could afford to pay
£500 from our own funds yearly without needing to approach our member organisations. It
was suggested that the other Buddhist organisations who are members of the IFN should
themselves find more than the basic membership fee. Some organisations which are members
of the NBO pay directly to the IFN (the WCF being one example).

The Religion and Belief Consultative Group had been set up under the auspices of the
Department of Communities and Local Government in order to represent the faith and belief
"strand" in discussions concerning equality. Through this group we therefore advise the
Commission for Equality and Human Rights. Other Buddhist representatives include Bryan
Appleyard of the Buddhist Society and the Venerable Bandoola and Dhammarati.

In addition, Yann sits on the Faith Communities Consultative Council which brings
together the Home Office and the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister although this is not
functioning at present. It deals with matters concerning cohesion, citizenship, and
regeneration and has considerable potential for being a useful forum.

On behalf of the NBO and as a member of the Education Advisory Group and the National
Association of SACREs, Yann sits on the Qualifications and Curriculum Advisory Body.
The Religious Education Council had received a government grant to develop curricula. The
Clear Vision Trust and the Buddhist Society are both members but the NBO is not. Either
Jamie or Yann could attend. Munisha already has a place in her own right. This is not a
government body but a voluntary body which is consulted by government. Chris Ward also
expressed interest.

Webmasters Report. Wilson reported that there are continuing problems with keeping the
list of members on the website up to date. He needs to be notified when new members join so
that he can add them into the list and establish links. It was agreed that those who had not
paid since 2004 should have their names removed from the list. Chris to be asked to review
lapsed members to see if they have simply forgotten to pay.

The e-mail address on the website had been attracting junk mail and so Wilson had amended
it, replacing "@" with " at ", in order to confuse the automatic junk mail generators.

He asked if we still need the password protected web page which has been used in the past for
posting the minutes. It was agreed that this page should be maintained.

Khyenrab asked to join the Activities Committee e-mail group.

Wilson had received a request for a link from a fair trade business enterprise. It was agreed
that this could be allowed.

Membership Secretary's Report. It was reported that Gaia House and Buddhist Light
International Association (Fo Guang Shan), and Holy Island Centre for World Peace and
Health (Samye Ling), had all joined.

Faith Communities Capacity Building Fund. Further to an announcement that additional
funding and an extension of this programme was planned, Yann had heard from Harriett
Crabtree at the IFN that support was likely to be available for work with young people. It was
agreed that we should apply for funds in the hope that Chris's work could be developed and
extended for a further year to incorporate these developments. Chris to ask for further
information and take this further.

Spirituality and Mental Health Forum. We have been invited to participate in this forum
which is an Interfaith grouping. Staff concerned with spirituality and mental health are
already working in health services, especially for people with learning difficulties and mental
ill-health. This forum would support the professionals. There is a staff member at Sharpham
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College who has a particular interest in this area of work. Although Sharpham have not yet
actively taken up membership, we may be able to consult with the staff member.

Convivium. Following the offer of a venue from Throssel Hole Priory it was agreed that we
should proceed with plans. Once the invitations have been issued, they can be taken up on a
"first come first served" basis.

Constitution. It was felt that it is time for the constitution to be revised and it should be
slimmed down to a much more basic version, with procedures, policies etc described in
appendices. The Charities Commission have a very basic constitution available on the website
which suits many organisations, in outline at least. Wilson undertook to locate it and send it
round. It was felt that insisting that people attend a meeting before becoming members was a
bar to membership. Nonetheless it is highly desirable that we should have face-to-face
relationships with the representatives. It might be possible to make that a recommendation
rather than a requirement for membership.

Programme Planning. It was suggested that the Reverend Myfanwy might be interested in
contributing to the meeting on the Role of Women.

It was suggested that we need to plan the meetings further in advance rather than waiting until
the next AGM to start the year's programme. Item for the next agenda.

Incoming Mail. The list of mail dealt with during the last two months was circulated.

Events attended. Appreciation was expressed for Dafydd’s attendance on behalf of the NBO
at public events in London.

Sally had represented the NBO at a reception at the Foreign Office and at the Buddha Jayanthi
Celebrations of the Sri Sadhatissa International Organisation at Brent Town Hall.

Conference on British Buddhist Landscape. Support is needed for planning this event.
Further discussion was deferred until Jamie could take it further.

Please note that the date of the next general meeting is November 25th. It
will be held in Birmingham and the topic for discussion will be the Role of

Women in Buddhism.



