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Network of Buddhist Organisations
Quarterly Meeting
Saturday, 3rd September 2005

Minutes

Present: Caroline Brazier (Chair, Amida Trust), Saido Kennaway (OBC), Dafydd Morriss
(Diamond Way Buddhism UK), Wilson Young (Buddha Vihara Temple), Vishvapani (FWBO),
Gen Kelsang Khyenrab (NKT), Mariano Marcigaglia (Buddhist Society), Philip Brady (Dechen
Community), Sally Masheder (WCF).

Apologies for Absence: Phil Henry (NEB), Jamie Cresswell (SokaGakkai International), Chris
Ward (Amaravati), Yann Lovelock (Birmingham Buddhist Vihara), Jane Sills (Jamyang), John
McBretney (NKT), Dhammarati (FWBO), Munisha (Clear Vision Trust).

Minutes of the last meeting: Approved
Matters arising from the Minutes: None.

Co-opted members of the Activities Committee: Chris Ward has accepted our invitation to join
the Activities Committee. Gina Clayton is still thinking about it.

Interfaith Network Report: Phil Henry submitted a written report, copies available on request.
He has managed to continue to attend Interfaith meetings but all other work has been put on hold
because of his other commitments which will occupy him fully until Christmas. The forthcoming
legislation on Charities will have implications for many member organisations because it will no
longer be presumed that a religious organisation operates in the public benefit. Evidence of public
benefit will have to be provided. The Charities Commission is due to provide guidance on this
matter. It would be helpful if the NBO were to be in a position where we could offer further
advice. Enquiries to be made with Gina Clayton as to whether or not she could undertake this.
The FWBO will also be developing expertise in this area which they may be able to share. Groups
can exchange information via the website.

Arts Festival: The Arts Festival was generally felt to have been worthwhile although attendance at
many of the events was very patchy. In particular, support for the Conference was poor which was
disappointing in view of the extremely high quality of the presentations. Sally planned to conduct
a postal survey to get further information. This brings into focus the need to reappraise the role of
the NBO and how we should go about fulfilling that role. Our resources are overstretched, making
the possibility of repeating the Arts Festival in that format highly unlikely in the foreseeable
future. A proposal had been received from Denise Alexander that there should be a Network of
Buddhist Artists, and maybe such an organisation could take over future events of this nature, with
our support.

Resource Materials for Public Consumption: Item deferred as Yann was not present.

Safety Net: Mariano suggested that a posting for the Safety Net could be put on the Buddhist
Society website. No other progress with this has been made to date.

Convivium: Item deferred as Jamie was not present.

Manpower Problems: A request has gone out asking for somebody to undertake the post of
Minutes Secretary (Gareth Fysh-Foskett has subsequently expressed interest). Many of those
currently in post on the Activities Committee have served three years and are due therefore to
either step down or at least change posts. There is an enormous gap between the resources that we
have available, in terms of time and manpower, and the potential demand for our services. These
demands need to be prioritised at a sustainable level. Mariano has suggested that we can share
some resources with Buddhist Society. Our role in consultation with the government is recognised
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as being very important. Further development of the Network, to take in a wider range of
Buddhist groups is also a high priority. Caroline suggested that we might try to find a
Development Worker who may be paid. Given that it is now six months to the next AGM, time is
running out. Recognising that the original impetus for the formation of the Network came from
senior people in the large organisations, it was suggested that we need to write to these
organisations to ask for more practical support in terms of the commitment and manpower to do
the work. It is appropriate that great care is taken as to who should be the recipients of this letter.
Appealing to the Representatives has not been helpful in the past but in some organisations it is not
always clear as to whom it would be most diplomatic to approach. In particular, while asking for
help, we also need to ask "In what way can we best represent you?" Sally to draft a letter and
make inquiries as regards addresses etc.

Consultation Processes: Caroline felt that we have a duty to consult with groups which are not
members of the NBO if we are to be able to claim to represent them, but the question arises as to
how we should do that. Regional bodies are developing but thus far we have no formal links with
them. We could post a form on the website with sections for people to complete, giving their
views, but that means that somebody has to draft the questions that we wish to ask. Information
about this could be circulated to the Information Group and on the website. It is questionable to
what extent this would reach the groups that are currently not members.

Financial Report: Saido's report showed that the finances remained buoyant. There was no
information from Phil Henry as to the annual contribution to the Interfaith Network of the UK

Meeting in Lambeth Palace: Sally reported that she had been invited to an Interfaith consultation
at Lambeth Palace at which the Archbishop of Canterbury had invited comments from an audience
of 50 to 60 people on major subjects of concern, including the environment, and how faith groups
can support the institution of the family in the modern state. Following this she had written a letter
to the Archbishop outlining some thoughts which had arisen as a result of the discussion. Details
of this to be written up for the news page on the website.

Treasury Seminar on the Uptake of Government funds for Faith Groups: The NBO has been
invited to send a representative to this Seminar on the 4th of October. It would appear that this
consultation is aimed mainly at ethnic minority faith groups, those which are the most part not well
represented within the NBO. It was suggested that we might invite either Richard Jones, or Okell
Chee or Dr Dharma Shakya to represent us. In order to support the nominated person at that
meeting, Sally undertook to mail to as many of the ethnic minority groups as she could find, using
the Buddhist Directory as the reference point.

Goods and Services: Following a request for us to forward information concerning the launch of a
music album, coming from a non-member who was interested in contacting people connected with
the Arts Festival, it was agreed that access to the Goods and Services page on the website should
be restricted to members. This needs to be mentioned in a forthcoming letter to Representatives.

Change Your Mind Day: Vishvapani suggested that the NBO could be instrumental in organising
a Change Your Mind Day, as is organised in the USA by the magazine " Tricycle ". Item for the
agenda for the Activities Committee.

Dates of Next Meetings:.
Quarterly meeting - December 3rd. " The Meaning of Ordination". Manchester.
Activities Committee meeting - November 5th. Narbrough



