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Network of Buddhist Organisations
Quarterly Meeting: Saturday, December 3rd, 2005

Manchester

1: Present. Jamie Cresswell (Chair, SGI-UK), Sally Masheder (WCF), Kelsang Chodor 
(NKT), Saido Kennaway (OBC), Dafydd Morriss (Diamond Way Buddhism), Wilson 
Young (Buddha Vihara Temple), Dhammarati (FWBO), Munisha (Clear Vision Trust), 
Yann Lovelock (B’ham Maha Vihara), David Evans (NBO-Associate), Anne Lovelock 
(B’ham Buddhist Vihara), Lee de-Wit (WCF), Munisha (Clear Vision Trust).

2: Apologies for Absence. Vicki Worsley, Dr Dharma Shakya, Caroline Brazier, Amrit 
Sthapit, Kelsang Khyenrab, Philip Brady, Ven Kassapa, Chris Ward, Kathy Garson,
Keith Jones. 

3: Minutes of the last meeting
Approved

4: Matters arising from the last meeting
Several issues surrounding the problem of effective consultation were raised following 
point 12 on the Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting, 3rd September 2005. For instance how 
smaller groups could be encouraged to express an opinion or how judgements can be 
expressed whilst giving appropriate acknowledgment to differences in opinion held by a 
minority of members. A working group was established (including Sally, Saido, 
Dhammarati organised by Dafydd) which would meet only once to establish a protocol 
for consultation that could be voted upon at the next AGM. 
The discussion then progressed to issue 6a on the agenda as it was also felt that, if hired,
a development worker would clearly be central to any consultation and that this working 
group should think about this element of the potential development worker’s job 
description.

3: Reports From Officers
Membership. Due to commitments within the FWBO, Dhammarati has been unable to 
pursue this issue. This excessive work load within the FWBO should reduce after 
January. Dhammarati would therefore like to maintain this role to try and make some 
progress on this issue between January and the AGM.

Finance. Saido’s report shows that the finances are in good health. 
It was acknowledged that the NBO should require two signatures on all cheques in order 
to satisfy standard banking requirements for such an organisation. The second NBO 
account holder is still the previous secretary Paul Seto. He ceased to be the NBO 
secretary in September 2002, and now lives in Australia. The meeting agreed that Paul 
Seto should be replaced as the second account holder by Sally Masheder.  Saido reported 
that in addition to the two account holders the NBO could also appoint two further 
members who would also be able to sign cheques issued by the NBO. Who would be best 
placed to take on these roles will be discussed at the AGM in March.
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It was formally resolved that Mr Paul Seto be removed from being account holder of the 
NBO Admin current bank account with the Alliance and Leicester Commercial Bank.  It
was further resolved to appoint Dr Sally Masheder, who succeeded him as NBO 
Secretary in 2002, to replace him as an account holder.  The other account holder remains 
Rev D.H.Saido Kennaway, the current Treasurer.
Saido also suggested that the NBO’s financial year and membership subscription should 
end in December, as this would allow for a more effective presentation of the state of the 
accounts at the AGM. The advantage of this change was accepted but it was felt that this 
change should only be adopted if voted on at the AGM.

Interfaith. Phil was absent, but Yann highlighted the high work load Phil had taken on. 
The NBO recommended that Phil’s portfolio be broken down into what were previously 
two separate roles so that Phil would be responsible for liaising with interfaith groups on 
behalf of the NBO but that the responsibility of fundraising for the Interfaith Network 
should fall to another NBO representative. 
Sally inquired about the progress of the London based FaithWorks program. Yann 
reported that this program had received a smaller than expected grant from the DTI 
(Department of Trade and Industry) and had had some problems with meetings. The idea 
of having a London representative of the NBO to help with Faithworks was raised. Sally 
highlighted in this context the requests she had received for Buddhist views on a number 
of topics by the Office of the Mayor of London,which highlights the benefit of having a 
London based NBO representative. However it was generally felt that rather than simply 
overstretch its resources meeting every local and national demand for consultation the 
NBO should step back and think about what it wants to achieve. To this end it was 
decided that one general meeting next year will be dedicated to thinking about the 
priorities of the NBO and strategies by which they should be achieved.

Website. Wilson reported that work in this area had been quiet since the Arts Festival. It 
was general felt that the ‘What’s-on?’ section of the NBO website was not being fully 
exploited by its members. It was suggested that members may simply need reminding 
about this facility. In addition to this it was also agreed that non-members should be able 
to join a mailing list via the website that would inform them about recently posted events. 
Some ethical concerns about the use of Yahoo for this service were expressed. Dafydd 
agreed to help Wilson to set up an alternative provider if needed. Wilson offered to post 
the talks held before the meeting on issues of ordination and authority on the website and 
to try to make NBO talks available on the web-site generally.

4: Ongoing Business
Resource Material for Public Consumption – Report. Yann has been working to 
produce a template for public requests for information about Buddhism. Many specific 
requests have been made for such material, for example by the Home Office and local 
councils. Yann agreed to take on a role as NBO ‘Information Officer’ to which requests 
for information should be directed. However it was generally felt that the NBO should be 
realistic about the specificity of demands for information it should try to meet. It might be 
more efficient to simply refer inquirers to a relevant web-site or only respond to 
government inquiries on issues that are of obvious concern to Buddhists. Similarly it was 
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recognised that the organisation must exercise discretion in how much information that it 
receives will actually be relevant and worthwhile passing onto its members. Again this 
discussion highlighted the need to think about the priorities of the NBO given its limited 
resources.
Programme- proposal for changes to the timetable for the year. A new proposal for 
the yearly programme was settled upon which would involve three Quarterly Meetings 
and three Activities  Committee meetings per year. The general meetings would primarily 
be given over to talks or activities that would facilitate interaction among various 
Buddhist groups. At the end of the general meetings there would be an ‘urgent business’ 
meeting of around one hour during which any pressing issues could be addressed to keep 
things ticking over between the Activities  Committee meetings. One of these general 
meetings would include the AGM. This new proposed yearly programme will be 
discussed at the AGM.
Safety Net – Report Sally had no progress to report on this issue.
Convivium – Report In 2007 the NBO will organise for 12 prominent British Buddhist 
to spend three days together. The proposed location is Sharpham College, but this is still 
to be confirmed.
Change Your Mind Day – Proposal The NBO would be happy to provide web space to 
advertise such an event, but could not take a primary role in organising.

5. Reports on events attended 
a) Richard Jones at Treasury Seminar. The NBO was invited to take part in a seminar 
at the Treasury about accessing funds for ethnic minorities in religious groups. An offer 
to ask questions at this event was passed onto the 50 most relevant Buddhist groups, none 
of which responded. Richard Jones attended the seminar but did not feel it was helpful 
either for the government or the religious groups involved. Some felt this highlighted one 
of those cases where the NBO has to learn to say NO to a request for consultation.
b) Dafydd Morriss at St Paul’s. Dafydd Morriss was one of 16 faith representatives to 
attend a memorial service held at St Paul’s for the victims of the 7th July terrorsit 
bombings in London. Over 2500 people attended this event including many who had lost 
a friend or relative in the attack or had been injured directly. The event was attended by 
the Queen, the Prime Minister and the Mayor of London. The presiding Bishop read out a 
declaration of solidarity against terrorism that had been signed by 8 of the 16 faith groups 
represented. Dafydd reported that he was glad to have been able to represent the NBO at 
what proved to be a very moving event.

6. Future Committee
a) Funding for Development Worker. Issue addressed during the discussion of matters 
arising from the previous minutes, see point 4.
b) Letter to heads of Organisations – re-evaluation. The NBO was founded upon the 
support of prominent members of Britain’s Buddhist organisations. Due to the limited 
current man power of the NBO it was felt in a previous meeting (Quarterly, 3rd

September 2005) that Sally should draft a diplomatic request to prominent Buddhists for 
a renewal of this support. However in this meeting it was felt that it would be rather 
undermining to direct this request to prominent Buddhists rather than the representatives 
chosen by these organisations. Therefore it was felt that an initial rally for support should 
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first be directed at the NBO representatives. However it was recognised that simply in 
terms of the practicalities of forming the next committee progress needs to be made in 
terms of commitment to the NBO among its members.

7. Any Other Business
a) Proposed theme of future meeting- Anniversary of mass conversions in India. 
Dhammarati reported on his involvement in the 49th Anniversary of the mass ethnic 
conversations to Buddhism in India. He found this event very powerful.  Especially 
poignant was the gap between the numbers wanting to hear the Dhamma and the limited 
capacity to provide these teachings. Given that it would be the 50th anniversary of these 
conversions next year, during which large numbers of conversions are expected,
Dhammarati proposed that one of the general meetings be themed around this event. This 
suggestion was accepted. Dhammarati reported that the Karuna Trust would be happy to 
do a lot of the organisation of such a meeting.
b) New Member, Midland International Buddhist Association.
The NBO welcomed a new member organisation, The Midland International Buddhist 
Association, formed in 1992 under the spiritual guidance of Venerable Kasapa. The 
group gave rise to the International Buddhist relief Organisation which played a big role 
in providing assistance after the Tsunami. The group recently acquired a large property in 
Birmingham the top of which will provide space for Buddhists and the bottom will be 
directed to providing for space for social work.  The representative is Yann Lovelock.


