2011 Census: 27 March 2011 - Tick the Box for Buddhism Campaign
Help tomorrow take shape

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) carries out a census to find out more about the people who live in England and Wales and about the make-up of local neighbourhoods. 

The next census will take place on 27 March 2011.  ONS will be sending out questionnaires for around 25 million households to complete, asking about work, health, national identity, citizenship, ethnic background, education, second homes, language, marital status and so on. The answers will be turned into statistics used to build a picture of today’s society.
Why should this matter to you? 

Census population statistics are really important in understanding people’s needs and making sure all communities get the services they need where they live. 

It’s simple. If the census can’t see you, the organisations responsible for delivering the services you need won’t be able to see you either. In discovering and understanding communities, the census could make a very real difference to people’s lives. The census needs to include everyone, everywhere – and that’s why everyone has to take part.

What will you need to do? 

Just answer a few questions about yourself and the people who share your household with you on census day, 27 March 2011. 

Whatever you tell the census will be in strictest confidence and will only be used to produce statistics. ONS will not share your personal information with any other government department or organisation. 

You must complete your census. If you need help and advice, you will be able to find everything you need online and on the census helpline from 4 March 2011. 
For more information, visit www.census.gov.uk

Tick the Box for Buddhism!

We want to encourage everyone from all communities to complete and return their census. One way to achieve this is to encourage all Buddhists to return their census forms.  The next UK census on 27th March 2011 includes a voluntary question about your religion.  Now is your chance to show just how many people live by Buddhist values in this country.

Please help to give an accurate picture of religion in the UK.  Please

· Tick the Box for Buddhism when you fill out your Census form

· get all your friends and fellow practitioners to Tick the Box for Buddhism too.

Why Tick the Box for Buddhism?
There could be as many as 500,000 Buddhists in the UK, but many may not have Ticked the Box for Buddhism at the last Census in 2001. Many thousands of British people support or live by the teachings of Buddhism in various ways:  they may meditate, practise mindfulness, agree with the Buddhist approach to life – and still prefer to avoid labelling themselves Buddhist. This is understandable.

However, accurate Census figures make a real difference. 

Buddhism is officially recognised as one of the six major faiths in the UK and support is allocated to each faith in proportion with Census figures.

We want the next Census to represent more accurately the level of support for Buddhism in the UK. If we achieved a figure of 500,000 or more, the result could be:

· Much better representation in the school curriculum. Buddhism plays a distinctive part in Religious Education and the teaching of secular mindfulness meditation has much to contribute to young people's wellbeing.

· A better indication of the number of people in the UK supporting positive behaviour and policies based on: common-sense; concern for the well-being of others; non-violence; free, rational and open discourse; and liberal social attitudes.

Please return your census.  Ticking the box for Buddhism will have an immediate impact on the picture of faith in the UK. There will not be another census for the next ten years. This is your chance to make a real difference – now. 
To read more, go to our campaign site: 
http://nbo.org.uk/get-involved/nbo-campaigns/tick-the-box  and
http://www.nbo.org.uk/get-involved/nbo-campaigns/tick-the-box/faq-for-the-2011-census
Please cascade through your organisation, networks, groups and Sanghas 
